Ideals of Freedom Series returns in two weeks, Upcoming
Programs and More —
March 9, 2026
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Russian American Jewish Refugee Woman Scientist: My Story in Space and Time
Wednesday, March 25, 7:00 pm ET (online)

In 1981, Janna Kaplan arrived in the United States as a 27-year-old Jewish political refugee, fleeing the
violent antisemitism and persecution of the Soviet Union. Having lived through and observed half a
century of extraordinary history on both sides of the Iron Curtain, she will reflect on her 27 years in the
Soviet Union and 45 years in America. Janna will share her at times hopeful yet often excruciating and
agonizing insights into her personal, our national, and our common Jewish past, present, and future.
Janna Kaplan is Senior Research Scientist at Brandeis University, specializing in Neuropsychology and
Space Research. At Brandeis since 1983, Janna studies human adaptation to various conditions of space
flight such as weightlessness, high G, non-Earth planetary gravitational environments, artificial gravity,
and space motion sickness. Of special interest are human factors onboard terrestrial, nautical and
aeronautic vehicles. Janna’s undergraduate and graduate degrees are from the University of Leningrad
(now, St. Petersburg). A former refusenik*, Janna came to the US from the Soviet Union (now, Russia) in
1982 at the age of 27 as a Jewish political refugee, fleeing state sponsored antisemitic violence and
intellectual and cultural suppression. Community partners — Wyner Family Jewish Heritage Center at
American Ancestors, Walnut Street Minyan of Newton, Massachusetts Antisemitism Synagogue Task
Force (MAST), Orange County Jewish Community Scholar Program (CSP)

Register here - https://www.eventbrite.com/e/russian-american-jewish-refugee-woman-scientist-
my-story-in-space-and-time-tickets-1977621470053?aff=oddtdtcreator




Learn more about the series here - hitps://walnutstreetsynagogue.org/ideals-of-freedom/

CSP

We are pleased to be a partner congregation of the Orange County Jewish Community Scholar
Program (CSP). Please join us at an upcoming program!
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Treasures of the YIVO Archive — A Century of Jewish History through 100 Iconic Objects
Tuesday, March 10, 3:30 pm ET (online)

A pair of ruby red slippers. A medieval manuscript. A Yiddish folk medicine prescription. These and 97
other objects comprise a new centennial coffee-table-book, 100 Objects from the Collections of the YIVO
Institute for Jewish Research, which chronicles modern Jewish history through 100 objects from the YIVO
Archives and Library. This gorgeously illustrated book highlights unique manuscripts, photographs,
objects, and other ephemera with accompanying essays by 57 leading scholars. Join the book’s editor,
YIVO’s Director of Collections Stefanie Halpern, for a discussion that highlights how this book traces
YIVO’s role in documenting key moments in modern Jewish history and culture through its 100 years of
collecting.

Stefanie Halpern is Director of Collections at the YIVO Institute for Jewish Research. She received her
Ph.D. from the Department of Jewish Literature at the Jewish Theological Seminary and a Masters in
Archival Studies from Clayton State University. Halpern has published on archival theory and practice,
Yiddish theater, and Jewish performance, and was the assistant curator of the MCNY exhibition “From
the Bowery to Broadway: New York’s Yiddish Theater.”
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/reqister/iJf\WRx34SVef3-dFwPdoWQ#/reqgistration

The Holocaust — A History of Decisions, Places, and Moral Collapse
Part 2 - Sunday, March 15, 1:00 pm ET (online)

Part 3 - Sunday, March 22, 1:00 pm ET (online)

Part 4 - Sunday, March 29, 1:00 pm ET (online)

Part 5 - Sunday, April 5, 1:00 pm ET (online)

Part 6 - Sunday, April 12, 1:00 pm ET (online)

Part 7 - Sunday, April 19, 1:00 pm ET (online)

Part 8 - Sunday, April 26, 1:00 pm ET (online)

In this powerful eight-part series, Prof. Stephen Berk guides us through the Holocaust, not as a single,
inevitable catastrophe, but as a series of historical choices made by governments, institutions,
communities, and individuals across Europe. Moving chronologically and geographically, the series
explores how the “oldest hatred” was transformed into state-sponsored genocide, how different countries
responded to Nazi pressure, and how moments of action, or inaction, shaped the fate of millions. With
clarity, moral seriousness, and historical depth, Prof. Berk helps us understand not only what happened,
but how it happened, and why those lessons still matter.

Stephen M. Berk, who served as CSP’s 10th Annual One Month Scholar in Residence in February 2011,
is Professor of History at Union College in Schenectady, New York, former Chair of the Department of
History, Director of the Program in Russian and Eastern European Studies and Faculty Advisor to the
Jewish Student Organization. He is the author of Year of Crisis, Year of Hope: Russian Jewry and the
Pogroms of 1881-1882 (Greenwood Press, 1985). He is currently writing a book titled: Our People Are
Your People: American Jewry and the Struggle for Civil Rights 1954-1965. The book provides an
interesting discussion of an extremely important chapter in the history of the civil rights movement and



attempts to dispel the myths and misunderstandings surrounding the Black-Jewish relationship. A
recipient of the Citizens Laureate Award of the University of Albany Foundation, Professor Berk has been
a consultant to the Wiesenthal Holocaust Center in Los Angeles, has written articles on Russian and
Jewish history, anti-Semitism, and the Middle East and has lectured on throughout the United States and
Canada including such distinguished colleges and universities as Princeton, Vanderbilt, The University of
Texas at Austin and Williams College.
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/gNWiQkm_Txm2WQXi05WPCQ#/registration

GIVING

Please visit our Giving page to send tributes, recognize yahrzeits and make other general donations to
support the Walnut Street Synagogue and help us preserve, maintain and secure our 116-year-old
building. Donations can be made online or through the mail. Tributes and other donations may be
recognized on our Giving Page unless otherwise requested.

https://walnutstreetsynagogue.org/giving/

VISIT US ONLINE

Website
https://walnutstreetsynagogue.org/
Facebook Page - Walnut Street Synagogue
https://www.facebook.com/WalnutStreetSynagogue
Facebook Group - Jews of Chelsea, MA Then and Now
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ChelsealJews

The Walnut Street Synagogue is the center for Jewish history, education and culture serving Chelsea,
Greater Boston and beyond and is the historic home of Congregation Agudas Sholom. (added to
National Register of Historic Places in 1993)

Walnut Street Synagogue, 145 Walnut Street, PO Box 505265, Chelsea, MA 02150-5265
Contact us at: central.walnutstreetshul@gmail.com



