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Announcing the Ideals of Freedom: Jewish Immigration, Arts and Advocacy 
Speaker Series –  

December 21, 2025 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dear Friends,   
 

We are delighted to launch a new online speaker series, Ideals of Freedom: Jewish Immigration, Arts 
and Advocacy in America, exploring the journeys, creativity, and advocacy of Jewish immigrants who 
helped shape life in America.   
 

Our series begins on Wednesday, January 14, at 7:00 pm ET with “Black-Jewish Relations in the 
Country of Immigrants: Legacies Shared and Divided.”  Janna Kaplan, from Brandeis University, will 
discuss what she learned about the extraordinary power of a non-violent movement that united the 
American Blacks and the American Jews after having married into the American Jewish family of Civil 
Rights leaders.    
 

The series continues on March 4 at 7:00 pm ET, with "Filthy, Un-American, and Often Dangerous: 
Antisemitism and the Emergency Quota Act of 1921,” presented by Kirsten Fermaglich, Professor of 
History and Jewish Studies at Michigan State University.   She will examine how antisemitic fears among 
U.S. officials after World War I shaped immigration policy, leading to the 1921 Emergency Quota Act—
which established quotas that later blocked Jews attempting to flee the Holocaust.   
 

Janna Kaplan returns on March 25 at 7:00 pm ET to tell her personal story in “Russian American 
Jewish Refugee Woman Scientist: My Story in Space and Time.”  She came to the United States in 
1981 as a 27-year-old Jewish political refugee fleeing persecution in the Soviet Union. Having lived on 
both sides of the Iron Curtain, she will offer a unique perspective shaped by her years in the Soviet Union 
and America.   
 

On April 16 and May 13 respectively, Simona Di Nepi from the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston (MFA), will 
present “From Synagogue to Museum: The Journey of a Jewish Immigrant Woodcarver and His 
Torah Arks” and Dr. Samuel Gruber, international art and architecture historian, will present “Immigrant 
Voices in Color: Murals and Other Art from America’s Synagogues.”  These two talks together offer a 
rich exploration of the art, craftsmanship, and cultural legacy of immigrant-era synagogues in America, 
focusing especially on the Walnut Street Synagogue and the Judaica collection at the MFA.  Together, 
the talks will illuminate the intertwined stories of artistry, heritage, and community.  Both programs will 
begin at 7:00 pm ET.   
 

Complete descriptions of each session along with registration links are found on our website 
(walnutstreetsynagogue.org/ideals-of-freedom).  You will need to register for each session 
individually and we will send Zoom links a few days before each session.   There is no charge.  
 

This series is made possible by a grant from the Congregation Ahabat Shalom Religious Fund and other 
generous donors.   Additional sponsorships are available (see our sponsorship form or event website).   
 

Please join us.  I hope to see you online for this upcoming series! 
 
L’Shalom, 
 
  
Edward Medros 
President, Walnut Street Synagogue     


