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Walkabout Tel Aviv Returns Wednesday, Year-End Giving,
Upcoming Programs, Shul Tours and More —
December 1, 2025

WALKABOUT TEL AVIV

Wednesday, December 3, 7:00 pm ET (online)

‘alnut Street

ynagogue

WALKABOUT TEL AVIV: TEL TO TOWERS

From Sand to Skyline - an Online Four-Part
Urban Exploration Series

From ancient port to global hotspot, Tel Aviv is a city built on layers - of history, architecture, culture, and
flavor. Renowned tour guide Gila Levitan will lead us on an eye-opening four-part virtual journey that will
take you far beyond the guidebooks. Each session uncovers a different dimension of Tel Aviv’s evolution,
blending past and present with stories, sites, and street-level discoveries you won'’t find on your

own. Join us for the fourth and final session, Markets & Migrations: A Taste of Tel Aviv, on

December 3. In this flavorful finale, we will explore how immigration, innovation and cultural fusion have
created a vibrant culinary mosaic. Our journey begins in Sarona Market, a sleek food hall nestled within
the restored buildings of the German Templar colony of Sarona. Here, we will trace the legacy of
European settlers who brought new farming techniques, architectural styles, and a vision of utopian
community life. The contrast between Sarona’s historical roots and its contemporary gourmet revival
highlights the city’s genius for reinvention. Next, we will cross the Ayalon Highway to the Hatikvah
Market, less polished, more authentic, and utterly bursting with life. This market tells the stories of Jews
from Yemen, Iraq, Turkey, Bukhara and beyond who brought their spices, recipes, and resilience to
Israel’s shores. With every bite of kubaneh, lachuch, or sambusak, we will trace the migrations that built
Tel Aviv’'s neighborhoods and identity.

Register here - https://www.eventbrite.com/e/walkabout-tel-aviv-flavor-markets-migrations-a-taste-of-tel-
aviv-tickets-1462023294029%aff=oddtdtcreator

Learn more about the series - https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/tel-aviv-series/

YEAR-END GIVING

As the secular year comes to a close, we hope you will help us strengthen our Jewish identity and
presence here in Chelsea. Your support enables us to maintain and secure our historic synagogue,
conduct services and provide high quality online and in-person programming to our community in Greater
Boston and around the country. Thank you to those who have already donated!
https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/giving/




CSP

We are pleased to be a partner congregation of the Orange County Jewish Community Scholar
Program (CSP). Please join us at an upcoming program!
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Shakespeare and the Jews
Part 3 — Shakespeare’s Dark Lady - Thursday, December 2, 1:00 pm ET (online)

Join us for a three-part series with Dr. Aviva Dautch, exploring Shakespeare through a Jewish lens—
history, geography, and biography. Together we’ll revisit The Merchant of Venice in light of fresh archival
discoveries, map London’s Jewish landscape in Shakespeare’s time, and consider the case for Emilia
Bassano Lanier as the “Dark Lady.” Come learn, question, and discover how these stories reshape what
we think we know about Shakespeare—and about ourselves.

Part 3 — Shakespeare’s Dark Lady - Emilia Bassano Lanier, the daughter of Venetian Jewish converso
musicians, is now widely believed to be the most compelling candidate for Shakespeare’s Dark Lady, the
mysterious woman alluded to in several of his sonnets. She was an accomplished poet in her own right.
In this session we’ll look at her Jewish family roots, her life as a woman in Elizabethan England, and her
writing, which was published in the Jacobean period. We'll explore parallels between her poetry and
Shakespeare’s to think about the influence she may have had on him, and he on her.

Dr. Aviva Dautch is Executive Director of Jewish Renaissance, the UK’s quarterly Jewish arts magazine
and the leading English-language Jewish cultural publication in Europe. An academic in Jewish literature,
she earned her PhD with Royal Holloway’s Reid Scholarship and a Brandeis research award, and is a
Fellow of the Higher Education Academy. In 2025-2026 she will serve as the first Scholar-in-Residence
for the University of Oxford’s Vera Fine Grodzinski Jewish Women’s Voices program at the Oxford Centre
for Life Writing, while continuing to lecture widely at LSJS, JW3, and Limmud. A curator, producer, and
educator with major London institutions (British Library, British Museum, Royal Academy, Tate Modern,
and more), she is also an award-winning poet and a regular arts broadcaster for BBC Radio 4.
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/b25kGLnIR12U-wXd38SdY Q#/registration

Four Jewish Revolutionaries

Part 1 — Adolph Fischhof - Thursday, December 4, 3:30 pm ET (online)
Part 2 — Leon Trotsky - Thursday, December 11, 3:30 pm ET (online)
Part 3 — Rosa Luxemburg - Thursday, December 18, 3:30 pm ET (online)
Part 4 — Béla Kun - Thursday, December 25, 3:30 pm ET (online)

Join us as we delve into the lives and legacies of four influential Jewish revolutionaries who played pivotal
roles in shaping modern history. In these sessions, we will explore their backgrounds, beliefs, and the
impact they had on their respective movements and societies. Through engaging narratives and insightful
analysis, we will gain a deeper understanding of how these figures—each driven by their unique
interpretations of justice and freedom—nhelped to shape the revolutionary fervor of their times.

Part 1 — Adolph Fischhof - Adolph Fischhof, a German-born Jewish activist, emerged as a significant
figure in the labor movement in the United States during the late 19th century. Known for his involvement
in the labor rights struggle in Chicago, Fischhof was an outspoken advocate for workers’ rights and an
anarchist who fought for an eight-hour workday. His participation in the infamous Haymarket affair led to
his arrest and eventual execution, marking him as both a martyr and a controversial symbol of labor
activism. This session will trace Fischhof’s journey from his early life in Germany to his powerful influence
in America’s labor landscape.

Part 2 — Leon Trotsky - Leon Trotsky, born Lev Davidovich Bronstein, was a Ukrainian-born Jewish
Marxist revolutionary and theorist whose role in the Russian Revolution of 1917 cemented his place in
history. As the founder of the Red Army and a leading architect of Soviet statehood, Trotsky was a
brilliant orator and prolific writer whose ideas of “permanent revolution” influenced generations of leftist
thought. His eventual exile by Joseph Stalin and assassination in 1940 underscored the internal conflicts



of the Soviet leadership and the ideological battles that defined the early Soviet era. This session will
examine Trotsky’s journey from his revolutionary beginnings to his enduring influence on global socialism.
Part 3 — Rosa Luxemburg - Rosa Luxemburg was a Polish-Jewish Marxist philosopher, revolutionary
socialist, and economist who played an essential role in the early 20th-century socialist movements in
Europe. A fierce advocate for democracy and proletarian internationalism, Luxemburg’s works, such as
“The Accumulation of Capital,” have left a lasting impact on socialist thought. She co-founded the
Spartacus League, which later became the Communist Party of Germany. Despite her untimely death in
1919, Luxemburg'’s legacy endures as an emblem of the struggle for freedom and equality. This session
will explore her life, her powerful writings, and her tireless fight against oppression.

Part 4 — Béla Kun - Béla Kun, a Hungarian-Jewish communist revolutionary, was a key leader during the
chaotic aftermath of World War I. As the head of the short-lived Hungarian Soviet Republic in 1919, Kun'’s
radical policies and attempts to transform Hungary into a socialist state were both bold and controversial.
His government’s fall after only a few months led to his exile and continued involvement in international
communist movements, including time spent in Soviet Russia. This session will illuminate Kun’s
revolutionary ambitions, his leadership, and the turbulent consequences of his actions.

Howard Lupovitch is Professor of History and Director of the Cohn-Haddow Center for Judaic Studies at
Wayne State University. He was educated at the University of Michigan, and Columbia University
(earning a PhD in History from the latter). Over his career, Prof. Lupovitch has taught at Cornell
University, Colby College, the University of Western Ontario, and the University of Michigan, where he
was also a fellow at the Frankel Institute for Advanced Judaic Studies. Prof. Lupovitch is the author, most
recently, of Transleithanian Paradise: A History of the Jewish Community of Budapest, 1738-1938 and is
presently completing a history of the Neolog Movement and researching a new history of the Jews of
Detroit.

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/FJ74SzlkQ5yPxt4RqTTrlA#/registration

Made in Heaven — The Joyous Art of the Ketubah through the Ages

Part 1 - Sunday, December 7, 1:00 pm ET (online)

Part 2 - Sunday, December 14, 1:00 pm ET (online)

Part 3 - Sunday, December 21, 1:00 pm ET (online)

(online in partnership with the Orange County Jewish Community Scholar Program)

The ketubah, the Jewish marriage contract, is one of the most fascinating and beautiful expressions of
Jewish life and art. Far more than a legal document, it opens a vivid window onto centuries of Jewish
history, telling the stories of couples, families, and communities across the world. Often adorned with
colorful decorations and rich symbolism, ketubot celebrate love, family, and faith while reflecting the
artistic styles of their time and place. From the elegant masterpieces of seventeenth- and eighteenth-
century ltaly to the vibrant designs of Iran, North Africa, and India, each ketubah reveals a unique blend
of devotion and creativity. This lecture series will follow the ketubah'’s journey from its biblical and
Talmudic origins—created to protect women’s rights—to its flourishing as a cherished work of art and a
mirror of Jewish identity through the ages.

Shalom Sabar is a professor of Jewish art and folklore at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. He
researches Jewish and folk material culture and ephemera, objects associated with the cycles of life and
of the year, and ritual and custom in the Jewish communities in Europe and in Islamic lands. He is also
interested in the culture of Italian Jews and the Sephardic diaspora in Europe, the cultural and artistic
interrelationships between the Jewish communities and their Christian and Muslim neighbors, and the
image of the Jew and Hebrew writing in art. Prof. Sabar received his PhD in Art History from the
University of California, Los Angeles.
https://lus06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/fSrR-AXxNS2CBiwGMokfnYw#/registration

COMMUNITY PARTNER PROGRAMS

The Horseshoe Theory: Antisemitism on the Far-Left and Far-Right and How it’'s Impacting the
Generational Divide

Thursday, December 4, 8:00 pm ET

(online program presented by the Massachusetts Antisemitism Synagogue Task Force)



THURS, DEC. 4, 2025
8 PM EST ZOOM

The Horseshoe Theory: Antisemitism
on the far-left and far-right and how
it's impacting the generational divide
MASSACHUSETTS ANTISEMITISM SYNAGOGUE TASK FORCE
AND FOUNDATION FOR THE DEFENSE OF DEMOCRACIES

PRESENT: DR. BRANDY SHUFUTINSKY, Director of FDD’s
Program on Education and National Security
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ALITION FOR ISRAEL
WALNUT STREET SYNAGOGUE-CHELSEA

EASE PRESS HERE TO REGISTER:

The Massachusetts Antisemitism Synagogue Task Force (MAST) and the Foundation for the Defense of
Democracies (FDD) present Dr. Brandy Shufutinsky speaking online about the Horseshoe Theory on
antisemtism on the far-left and the far-right. Dr. Shufutinsky serves as director of FDD’s Program on
Education and National Security. Prior to joining FDD, she was Director of Education and Community
Engagement at the North American Values Institute. Dr. Shufutinsky has been published

in Newsweek, Jewish Journal, The Jerusalem Post, SAPIR, White Rose Magazine and JNS. She was a
2021 scholar-in-residence at the Institute for the Study of Global Antisemitism and Policy Oxford Summer
Institute, where she worked to develop curriculum in critical antisemitism studies. She received her
doctorate in International and Multicultural Education from the University of San Francisco, her MSW from
the University of Southern California, and her MA in International Relations from the University of San
Diego.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1eiRVdwf{8-
2YpekGBuDkurupBrpH1c4NVGOYARmMSgY10/viewform?edit requested=true

SHUL TOURS

If you live in the Boston area and have never seen our historic shul, or haven't visited in a while, or if you
plan to visit the area, we welcome you to see our shul in person! Tour our historic synagogue that was
built in 1909 and was added to the National Register of Historic Place in 1993. Come see our 1,109-seat
sanctuary with its painted ceiling and wall frescoes, murals and carved wood Aron Kodesh. Check out our
collection of Judaica, artwork, photos, documents, books, posters and plaques that come from our
synagogue, synagogues in Chelsea that have closed along with fraternal, social and educational
organizations from Chelsea and elsewhere in Greater Boston. Please follow the link below for more
information and to request Individual/Family or Group tours.

https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/visit/

GIVING

Please visit our Giving page to send tributes, recognize yahrzeits and make other general donations to
support the Walnut Street Synagogue and help us preserve, maintain and secure our 116-year-old
building. Donations can be made online or through the mail. Tributes and other donations may be
recognized on our Giving Page unless otherwise requested.
https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/giving/
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Yad Chessed helps Jewish individuals and families who struggle with financial hardship pay their bills and
buy food. As a social services agency rooted in the Jewish values of kindness (chessed) and charity
(tzedakah), they are committed to helping those in need navigate a path toward financial stability while
preserving their privacy and dignity. They provide emergency financial assistance, grocery gift cards and
compassionate advice for those trying to make ends meet. Hundreds of families and individuals
throughout the state rely on Yad Chessed to provide for their essentials, and even at times, a Jewish
burial for a loved one. Members of our community, as well as others in the Jewish community, who need
assistance may contact Yad Chessed by phone at 781-487-2693 or by Email

at intake@yadchessed.org for a confidential conversation. Questions can be directed

to info@yadchessed.org.

Support Yad Chessed - hiips://givebutter.com/yadchessed

VISIT US ONLINE

Website
https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/
Facebook Page - Walnut Street Synagogue
https://www.facebook.com/WalnutStreetSynagogue
Facebook Group - Jews of Chelsea, MA Then and Now
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ChelseaJews

The Walnut Street Synagogue is the center for Jewish history, education and culture serving Chelsea,
Greater Boston and beyond and is the historic home of Congregation Agudas Sholom. (added to
National Register of Historic Places in 1993)

Walnut Street Synagogue, 145 Walnut Street, PO Box 505265, Chelsea, MA 02150-5265
Contact us at: central.walnutstreetshul@gmail.com



