
 

January Series, Year-End Giving, Upcoming Programs, 
New Website Address and More –  

December 8, 2025 
 

 

COMING IN JANUARY 
 

Please join us for our two concurrent online series beginning in January.  Ideals of Freedom: Jewish 
Immigration, Arts and Advocacy in America starts on January 14 with "Black-Jewish Relations in the 
Country of Immigrants: Legacies Shared and Divided," presented by Janna Kaplan from Brandeis 
University.   Gila Levitan will return for From Soil to Soul: Farm-to-Table Across the Ages in Israel starting 
on January 28.  Details will be announced and registration for both series will open soon.   

 

 
YEAR-END GIVING 

 
As the secular year comes to a close, we hope you will help us strengthen our Jewish identity and 
presence here in Chelsea. Your support enables us to maintain and secure our historic synagogue, 
conduct services and provide high quality online and in-person programming to our community in Greater 
Boston and around the country. Thank you to those who have already donated!  
https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/giving/ 

 
CSP 

 
We are pleased to be a partner congregation of the Orange County Jewish Community Scholar 
Program (CSP).   Please join us at an upcoming program!      

 

A House with a Secret – Rediscovering the Będzin Ghetto Hideout 
Tuesday, December 9, 1:00 pm ET (online) 

Join Dr. Aleksandra (Ola) Januṡ for the remarkable story of one very modest house in the former Będzin 
Ghetto—and the extraordinary history it’s been hiding. Once a secret hideout of the Jewish Combat 
Organization, this unassuming building was recently rediscovered by two activists in Poland who 
purchased it and, together with Dr. Januṡ, are transforming it into a living center for art, research, 
education, and a community garden. Part detective tale, part “Indiana Jones” adventure, this talk traces 
the house’s many twists and turns as ongoing archaeological work continues to reveal new layers of its 
past. Along the way, we’ll explore how art, public history, and community engagement are being used to 
activate this powerful legacy for audiences today—while the excavation itself is still unfolding in real time. 
Aleksandra (Ola) Janus holds a PhD in Anthropology from the Jagiellonian University in Cracow, 
Poland. She works at the intersections of academia, art, and activism. She has initiated numerous cultural 
and artistic projects as well as expert working groups and authored many academic articles and 
publications. She is President of the Zapomniane Foundation aimed at locating, marking, and 
commemorating forgotten burial sites of the Holocaust victims in Poland. She co-founded Engaged 



Memory Consortium aimed at creating and proposing an innovative approach to remembrance – one that 
underscores the relevance of remembering for social justice and facing contemporary challenges. She is 
co-curator of the ‘Exercising modernity’ program aimed at critically rethinking the legacy of modernity in 
Poland, Germany, and Israel. She co-founded and curated the ‘Museum Lab’ (Laboratorium muzeum) – 
an educational program in critical museology for Polish heritage professionals. Recently, she also co-
founded two initiatives advocating for heritage institutions to take action in the face of the climate crisis: 
the working group Museums for the Climate and Culture for Climate collective. 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/Uj92KRsPRlmAR8-QcJcO2Q#/registration 

 

Four Jewish Revolutionaries 
Part 2 – Leon Trotsky - Thursday, December 11, 3:30 pm ET (online) 
Part 3 – Rosa Luxemburg - Thursday, December 18, 3:30 pm ET (online) 
Part 4 – Béla Kun - Thursday, December 25, 3:30 pm ET (online) 

Join us as we delve into the lives and legacies of four influential Jewish revolutionaries who played pivotal 
roles in shaping modern history. In these sessions, we will explore their backgrounds, beliefs, and the 
impact they had on their respective movements and societies. Through engaging narratives and insightful 
analysis, we will gain a deeper understanding of how these figures—each driven by their unique 
interpretations of justice and freedom—helped to shape the revolutionary fervor of their times. 
Part 2 – Leon Trotsky - Leon Trotsky, born Lev Davidovich Bronstein, was a Ukrainian-born Jewish 
Marxist revolutionary and theorist whose role in the Russian Revolution of 1917 cemented his place in 
history. As the founder of the Red Army and a leading architect of Soviet statehood, Trotsky was a 
brilliant orator and prolific writer whose ideas of “permanent revolution” influenced generations of leftist 
thought. His eventual exile by Joseph Stalin and assassination in 1940 underscored the internal conflicts 
of the Soviet leadership and the ideological battles that defined the early Soviet era. This session will 
examine Trotsky’s journey from his revolutionary beginnings to his enduring influence on global socialism. 
Part 3 – Rosa Luxemburg - Rosa Luxemburg was a Polish-Jewish Marxist philosopher, revolutionary 
socialist, and economist who played an essential role in the early 20th-century socialist movements in 
Europe. A fierce advocate for democracy and proletarian internationalism, Luxemburg’s works, such as 
“The Accumulation of Capital,” have left a lasting impact on socialist thought. She co-founded the 
Spartacus League, which later became the Communist Party of Germany. Despite her untimely death in 
1919, Luxemburg’s legacy endures as an emblem of the struggle for freedom and equality. This session 
will explore her life, her powerful writings, and her tireless fight against oppression. 
Part 4 – Béla Kun - Béla Kun, a Hungarian-Jewish communist revolutionary, was a key leader during the 
chaotic aftermath of World War I. As the head of the short-lived Hungarian Soviet Republic in 1919, Kun’s 
radical policies and attempts to transform Hungary into a socialist state were both bold and controversial. 
His government’s fall after only a few months led to his exile and continued involvement in international 
communist movements, including time spent in Soviet Russia. This session will illuminate Kun’s 
revolutionary ambitions, his leadership, and the turbulent consequences of his actions. 
Howard Lupovitch is Professor of History and Director of the Cohn-Haddow Center for Judaic Studies at 
Wayne State University. He was educated at the University of Michigan, and Columbia University 
(earning a PhD in History from the latter). Over his career, Prof. Lupovitch has taught at Cornell 
University, Colby College, the University of Western Ontario, and the University of Michigan, where he 
was also a fellow at the Frankel Institute for Advanced Judaic Studies. Prof. Lupovitch is the author, most 
recently, of Transleithanian Paradise: A History of the Jewish Community of Budapest, 1738-1938 and is 
presently completing a history of the Neolog Movement and researching a new history of the Jews of 
Detroit. 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/FJ74SzIkQ5yPxt4RgTTrlA#/registration 

 

Made in Heaven – The Joyous Art of the Ketubah through the Ages 
Part 2 - Sunday, December 14, 1:00 pm ET (online) 
Part 3 - Sunday, December 21, 1:00 pm ET (online) 
(online in partnership with the Orange County Jewish Community Scholar Program) 
 
The ketubah, the Jewish marriage contract, is one of the most fascinating and beautiful expressions of 
Jewish life and art. Far more than a legal document, it opens a vivid window onto centuries of Jewish 
history, telling the stories of couples, families, and communities across the world. Often adorned with 
colorful decorations and rich symbolism, ketubot celebrate love, family, and faith while reflecting the 



artistic styles of their time and place. From the elegant masterpieces of seventeenth- and eighteenth-
century Italy to the vibrant designs of Iran, North Africa, and India, each ketubah reveals a unique blend 
of devotion and creativity. This lecture series will follow the ketubah’s journey from its biblical and 
Talmudic origins—created to protect women’s rights—to its flourishing as a cherished work of art and a 
mirror of Jewish identity through the ages. 
Shalom Sabar is a professor of Jewish art and folklore at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. He 
researches Jewish and folk material culture and ephemera, objects associated with the cycles of life and 
of the year, and ritual and custom in the Jewish communities in Europe and in Islamic Iands. He is also 
interested in the culture of Italian Jews and the Sephardic diaspora in Europe, the cultural and artistic 
interrelationships between the Jewish communities and their Christian and Muslim neighbors, and the 
image of the Jew and Hebrew writing in art. Prof. Sabar received his PhD in Art History from the 
University of California, Los Angeles. 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/fSrR-AxNS2CBiwGMokfnYw#/registration 

 

COMMUNITY PARTNER PROGRAMS 

Hanukkah: The Festival of Lights 
Thursday, December 18, 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm ET 
(in-person event at the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston) 

The Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, is hosting an evening of art, music, and activities to 
celebrate Hanukkah in partnership with Combined Jewish Philanthropies and the Vilna Shul.   This 
gathering will be an opportunity to feel the warmth of community and enjoy the diversity of Jewish culture, 
identity and more. 
More information - https://www.mfa.org/event/special-event/hanukkah?utm_campaign=23914654-fy26-
cjp-newsletters-community-biweekly-email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--
60ALXJbfpKKXDawYLZ5yINxYF-thy3mw23MEqNJ2ISIlqFHYwpaHLC-l4-
fkV_f2nEi2LfYKTjV5CLbj_x0zTwiEfhDEn2cB8nfYFBjDTu6DoK4I&_hsmi=393152347&utm_content=3931
52347&utm_source=hs_email 

NEW WEBSITE ADDRESS 
Please find us now at walnut street synagogue.org.  Our new main email address 
is info@walnutstreetsynagogue.org. 

 

YAD CHESSED 

  

Yad Chessed helps Jewish individuals and families who struggle with financial hardship pay their bills and 
buy food. As a social services agency rooted in the Jewish values of kindness (chessed) and charity 
(tzedakah), they are committed to helping those in need navigate a path toward financial stability while 
preserving their privacy and dignity.  They provide emergency financial assistance, grocery gift cards and 
compassionate advice for those trying to make ends meet. Hundreds of families and individuals 
throughout the state rely on Yad Chessed to provide for their essentials, and even at times, a Jewish 
burial for a loved one.  Members of our community, as well as others in the Jewish community, who need 
assistance may contact Yad Chessed by phone at 781-487-2693 or by Email 
at intake@yadchessed.org for a confidential conversation.  Questions can be directed 
to info@yadchessed.org. 
Support Yad Chessed  - https://givebutter.com/yadchessed 

 
 

 



VISIT US ONLINE 
Website 

https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/ 
Facebook Page - Walnut Street Synagogue 

https://www.facebook.com/WalnutStreetSynagogue 
Facebook Group - Jews of Chelsea, MA Then and Now 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/ChelseaJews 
 

The Walnut Street Synagogue is the center for Jewish history, education and culture serving Chelsea, 
Greater Boston and beyond and is the historic home of Congregation Agudas Sholom.  (added to 

National Register of Historic Places in 1993) 

    

Walnut Street Synagogue, 145 Walnut Street, PO Box 505265, Chelsea, MA 02150-5265 
Contact us at: central.walnutstreetshul@gmail.com  


