
 

Chanukah, Year-End Giving, Ideals of Freedom Series, 
Upcoming Programs, New Website Address and More –  

December 15, 2025 
 

 

HAPPY CHANUKAH!  
We stand in solidarity with the Jewish Community of Australia. 

We mourn the lives lost during the Chanukah celebration in Sydney, and we pray for the swift 
recovery of those injured. 

--------------------------------------------------------------- 
CHANUKAH IN CHELSEA 

 
Chelsea Public Menorah Lighting   
Monday, December 15, 5:00 pm ET (in person at Chelsea Square - hosted by Tobin Bridge Chabad and 
the City of Chelsea in partnership with the Walnut Street Synagogue and Temple Emmanuel)   

 
Join us for the ninth annual Chelsea Chanukah celebration in Chelsea Square (Winnisimmet Park on 
Broadway between Second and Williams Streets in front of the Chelsea Police Station) as we light the 
giant menorah and celebrate Chanukah as a community with music, latkes, doughnuts and swag. 
More information - https://www.tobinbridgechabad.com/events-1/light-up-the-night-chelsea-9 
 

 

YEAR-END GIVING 
 

As the secular year comes to a close, we hope you will help us strengthen our Jewish identity and 
presence here in Chelsea. Your support enables us to maintain and secure our historic synagogue, 
conduct services and provide high quality online and in-person programming to our community in Greater 
Boston and around the country. Thank you to those who have already donated!  
https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/giving/ 

 
IDEALS OF FREEDOM SPEAKER SERIES 

 

 
 
Black-Jewish Relations in the Country of Immigrants: Legacies Shared and Divided 
Wednesday, January 14, 7:00 pm ET (online) 
 
As a Jewish political refugee from the Soviet Union, Janna Kaplan understands the pain of discrimination 
and the agony of denied opportunities. As a career scientist, she studies data—the history and the 



present—and detects patterns and trends that offer some predictive insight into the future. Having 
married into an American Jewish family of Civil Rights leaders, she learned about the extraordinary power 
of a non-violent movement that united American Blacks and American Jews. Yet this powerful Black-
Jewish alliance of the 1950s and 1960s, dedicated to the noble cause of equality, justice, and progress, 
eventually succumbed to challenges that continue to divide these communities today. The question 
remains: what can be done about it?   
Janna Kaplan is Senior Research Scientist at Brandeis University specializing in Neuropsychology and 
Space Research.   Janna’s late husband, Edward Kivie Kaplan (1942-2024), a Brandeis professor in the 
Humanities and Religious Studies, was the son of Kivie Kaplan (1904-1975), a Boston industrialist who 
was deeply involved in the Jewish social action and in the Civil Rights movements. Kivie Kaplan was 
elected National President of the NAACP in 1966 and served until his death in 1975.   Community 
partners – Walnut Street Minyan of Newton, Massachusetts Antisemitism Synagogue Task Force (MAST) 
Register here - https://www.eventbrite.com/e/black-jewish-relations-in-country-of-immigrants-
legacies-shared-divided-tickets-1977563745397?aff=oddtdtcreator 
Learn more about the series here - https://walnutstreetsynagogue.org/ideals-of-freedom/ 

 
CSP 

 

We are pleased to be a partner congregation of the Orange County Jewish Community Scholar 
Program (CSP).   Please join us at an upcoming program!      

 

Athens & Jerusalem: Rethinking the Jewish–Greek Encounter 
Monday, December 15, 3:30 pm ET (online) 

Join us as we explore how Greek civilization and the spread of Hellenism profoundly shaped Judaism—
its language, philosophy, law, politics, and engagement with the wider world. From the Septuagint to 
Jewish life in Alexandria, from the Maccabean response to the intellectual legacy of Philo, we will trace 
the deep imprint of Greek ideas on the development of Jewish thought and identity. As we celebrate 
Chanukah, a holiday born out of the encounter between Judaism and the Hellenistic world, this program 
offers a timely and meaningful reflection on how Athens helped shape Jerusalem. 
Dr. David Mendelsohn holds a PhD in Classics & Linguistics, an M.A. in Archaeology/Linguistics, and an 
Honors BA in Classical Studies. A recipient of Canada’s prestigious Trudeau Prize, he lives in Jerusalem 
with his wife, Ronny, and their three children. For over 25 years, Dr. Mendelsohn has researched Jewish 
communities across the world, including in Germany, Spain, Portugal, Morocco, Eastern Europe, Turkey, 
Greece, Italy, Bulgaria, Egypt, and India. Combining his expertise as a historian, archaeologist, and 
sociolinguist, he uncovers the unique influences of local cultures while identifying the shared threads that 
connect these diverse Jewish communities. A seasoned scholar and educator, Dr. Mendelsohn has 
previously led Greece trips and specializes in Islamic Studies, Arab-Israeli culture, Bedouin law, and the 
intersection of language and culture in Arabic and Hebrew. 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/WL_jJZHQR-6mpLrWqH0c5A#/registration 

 

Illuminating Jewish Greece:  The Legacy of Nikos Stavroulakis 
Wednesday, December 17, 1:00 pm ET (online) 

At a time of year when we celebrate light in the darkness and remember a struggle often framed as “Jews 
vs. Greeks,” this program shifts our gaze to the real Jewish communities of Greece—and to the visionary 
who worked tirelessly to save their memory. Born in 1932 to a Jewish mother and a Greek Orthodox 
father from Crete, Nikos Stavroulakis was educated in England, the United States, and Israel, and went 
on to become an artist, philosopher, museum director, writer, and legendary cook. He co-founded the 
Jewish Museum of Athens in 1977, authored key works on Jewish Greece, Salonika, and Greek Jewish 
food, and later moved to Chania, where he spearheaded the restoration of the ruined Etz Hayyim 



Synagogue, reopening it in 1999 as a “place of prayer, recollection, and reconciliation” for Jews and non-
Jews alike.Join us as Dr. Gruber shares how Nikos’s life and work—part scholarship, part activism, part 
artistic and spiritual hospitality—continue to illuminate Jewish Greece today, making this a perfect way to 
celebrate Chanukah with Greek flavor, history, and light. 
Samuel D. Gruber, PhD is a leading expert in Jewish art, architecture, and heritage preservation. As 
founder of Gruber Heritage Global, he has spent over 35 years documenting and protecting Jewish 
cultural sites worldwide. He is the author of American Synagogues and Synagogues, maintains the 
popular blog Samuel Gruber’s Jewish Art and Monuments, and has taught for three decades Jewish and 
architectural history at Syracuse University and other institutions. Dr. Gruber is a Rome Prize winner and 
an active contributor to both scholarly and community preservation efforts. 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/l0pjyJ24RhiV6958bv7Q7Q#/registration 

 

Four Jewish Revolutionaries 
Part 3 – Rosa Luxemburg - Thursday, December 18, 3:30 pm ET (online) 
Part 4 – Béla Kun - Thursday, December 25, 3:30 pm ET (online) 

Join us as we delve into the lives and legacies of four influential Jewish revolutionaries who played pivotal 
roles in shaping modern history. In these sessions, we will explore their backgrounds, beliefs, and the 
impact they had on their respective movements and societies. Through engaging narratives and insightful 
analysis, we will gain a deeper understanding of how these figures—each driven by their unique 
interpretations of justice and freedom—helped to shape the revolutionary fervor of their times. 
Part 3 – Rosa Luxemburg - Rosa Luxemburg was a Polish-Jewish Marxist philosopher, revolutionary 
socialist, and economist who played an essential role in the early 20th-century socialist movements in 
Europe. A fierce advocate for democracy and proletarian internationalism, Luxemburg’s works, such as 
“The Accumulation of Capital,” have left a lasting impact on socialist thought. She co-founded the 
Spartacus League, which later became the Communist Party of Germany. Despite her untimely death in 
1919, Luxemburg’s legacy endures as an emblem of the struggle for freedom and equality. This session 
will explore her life, her powerful writings, and her tireless fight against oppression. 
Part 4 – Béla Kun - Béla Kun, a Hungarian-Jewish communist revolutionary, was a key leader during the 
chaotic aftermath of World War I. As the head of the short-lived Hungarian Soviet Republic in 1919, Kun’s 
radical policies and attempts to transform Hungary into a socialist state were both bold and controversial. 
His government’s fall after only a few months led to his exile and continued involvement in international 
communist movements, including time spent in Soviet Russia. This session will illuminate Kun’s 
revolutionary ambitions, his leadership, and the turbulent consequences of his actions. 
Howard Lupovitch is Professor of History and Director of the Cohn-Haddow Center for Judaic Studies at 
Wayne State University. He was educated at the University of Michigan, and Columbia University 
(earning a PhD in History from the latter). Over his career, Prof. Lupovitch has taught at Cornell 
University, Colby College, the University of Western Ontario, and the University of Michigan, where he 
was also a fellow at the Frankel Institute for Advanced Judaic Studies. Prof. Lupovitch is the author, most 
recently, of Transleithanian Paradise: A History of the Jewish Community of Budapest, 1738-1938 and is 
presently completing a history of the Neolog Movement and researching a new history of the Jews of 
Detroit. 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/FJ74SzIkQ5yPxt4RgTTrlA#/registration 

 

Made in Heaven – The Joyous Art of the Ketubah through the Ages 
Part 3 - Sunday, December 21, 1:00 pm ET (online) 
(online in partnership with the Orange County Jewish Community Scholar Program) 
 
The ketubah, the Jewish marriage contract, is one of the most fascinating and beautiful expressions of 
Jewish life and art. Far more than a legal document, it opens a vivid window onto centuries of Jewish 
history, telling the stories of couples, families, and communities across the world. Often adorned with 
colorful decorations and rich symbolism, ketubot celebrate love, family, and faith while reflecting the 
artistic styles of their time and place. From the elegant masterpieces of seventeenth- and eighteenth-
century Italy to the vibrant designs of Iran, North Africa, and India, each ketubah reveals a unique blend 
of devotion and creativity. This lecture series will follow the ketubah’s journey from its biblical and 
Talmudic origins—created to protect women’s rights—to its flourishing as a cherished work of art and a 
mirror of Jewish identity through the ages. 
Shalom Sabar is a professor of Jewish art and folklore at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. He 



researches Jewish and folk material culture and ephemera, objects associated with the cycles of life and 
of the year, and ritual and custom in the Jewish communities in Europe and in Islamic Iands. He is also 
interested in the culture of Italian Jews and the Sephardic diaspora in Europe, the cultural and artistic 
interrelationships between the Jewish communities and their Christian and Muslim neighbors, and the 
image of the Jew and Hebrew writing in art. Prof. Sabar received his PhD in Art History from the 
University of California, Los Angeles. 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/fSrR-AxNS2CBiwGMokfnYw#/registration 

 

A Feather in Judith’s Cap – Unrolling the Threads of a Newly Acquired Hanukkah Menorah 
Monday, December 22, 1:00 pm ET (online) 

Join Simona Di Nepi for a special Hanukkah talk shining a spotlight on one of the most exciting new 
Judaica acquisitions at the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston: a dazzling silver Hanukkah lamp from the 
1760s, made in Breslau by German silversmith Johann Ernst Braungart and featuring a fabulously 
dressed Judith and her servant in pride of place. Why does Judith appear on Hanukkah lamps at all? 
What can this surprising image—and its comparison with other Hanukkiot from the same era—reveal 
about the maker, the city, and the cultural world in which it was created? Through close looking and lively 
comparison with related works in public and private collections, Simona will unpack the stories, questions, 
and historical layers embedded in this remarkable Hanukkah menorah, showing how a single object can 
illuminate an entire moment in Jewish art and memory.  
Simona Di Nepi is the Charles and Lynn Schusterman Curator of Judaica at the Museum of Fine Arts, 
Boston, where she is responsible for building and displaying the Judaica collection, and for curating 
Intentional Beauty: Jewish Ritual Art from the Collection, the museum’s first Judaica gallery. Originally 
from Rome, before moving to the United States, Simona studied and worked in London and Tel Aviv for 
25 years. She filled curatorial roles—in both decorative arts and Old Masters—at the Victoria and Albert 
Museum, The National Gallery, and the Royal Academy of Arts in London, where she cared for 
permanent collections and curated exhibitions. In Israel, she worked as curator at ‘Anu: The Museum of 
the Jewish People’ and as Lecturer in Italian Renaissance art at Reichman University, Herzelyia. Simona 
curated the exhibitions and wrote the accompanying catalogues for Reunions: Bringing Early Italians 
Paintings Back Together (The National Gallery, London, 2005), and Dreyfus: The Story of a French-
Jewish Family (Anu: the Museum of the Jewish People, Tel Aviv, 2014). She is also the author of the 
National Gallery’s collection catalogue From Duccio to Leonardo: Renaissance Painting 1250-1500. In 
Judaica, Simona wrote the essays ‘Itinerant Sephardic Judaica: from Dutch Ports to the Harbours of 
Europe and the Americas’, ‘Jewish Things at the Museum of Fine Arts: a History’, ‘The Servi Shaddai: the 
Family History of an amulet at the MFA Boston’, and ‘Treasures from storage: Two Rediscovered Italian 
Jewish Textiles.’ 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/YuFHZd4BTui81etGlFCYXw#/registration 

 

COMMUNITY PARTNER PROGRAMS 

Chop Suey on Shabbat – How American Jews Embraced Chinese Food 
Wednesday, December 17, 6:00 pm ET 
(online program presented by the Wyner Family Jewish Heritage Center at American Ancestors) 

From their earliest encounters with Chinese food at the beginning of the 20th century, American Jews 
have embraced, adapted, and sometimes appropriated the cuisine.  The Wyner Family Jewish Heritage 
Center’s Curhan Scholar Shiyong Lu will share her research into this fascinating culinary and social 
history.  She will explore the interactions between American Jews and Chinese food purveyors, and how 
adaptations arose in restaurants and home cooking in response to the cuisine’s tremendous popularity 
among Jews and its violation of kashrut (Jewish dietary laws). 
https://hubs.americanancestors.org/we-offer-chicken-chop-suey-on-sundays-how-chinese-food-
purveyors-encountered-jews-in-twentieth-century-america?utm_campaign=4501264-
FY25%20JHC%20Email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--
jc27pRr73N07K6IV3KGJ6xn0xulvVDevZqAEy_RKdf-
_UMwcBn08zHhvrjKmkEwkRsQXQYGYG7hEqVuvKFCderNF8gw&_hsmi=393911744&utm_content
=393911744&utm_source=hs_email 



Hanukkah: The Festival of Lights 
Thursday, December 18, 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm ET 
(in-person event at the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston) 

The Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, is hosting an evening of art, music, and activities to 
celebrate Hanukkah in partnership with Combined Jewish Philanthropies and the Vilna Shul.   This 
gathering will be an opportunity to feel the warmth of community and enjoy the diversity of Jewish culture, 
identity and more. 
More information - https://www.mfa.org/event/special-event/hanukkah?utm_campaign=23914654-fy26-
cjp-newsletters-community-biweekly-email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--
60ALXJbfpKKXDawYLZ5yINxYF-thy3mw23MEqNJ2ISIlqFHYwpaHLC-l4-
fkV_f2nEi2LfYKTjV5CLbj_x0zTwiEfhDEn2cB8nfYFBjDTu6DoK4I&_hsmi=393152347&utm_content=3931
52347&utm_source=hs_email 

 

NEW WEBSITE ADDRESS 
Please find us now at walnut street synagogue.org.  Our new main email address 
is info@walnutstreetsynagogue.org. 

 

YAD CHESSED 

  

Yad Chessed helps Jewish individuals and families who struggle with financial hardship pay their bills and 
buy food. As a social services agency rooted in the Jewish values of kindness (chessed) and charity 
(tzedakah), they are committed to helping those in need navigate a path toward financial stability while 
preserving their privacy and dignity.  They provide emergency financial assistance, grocery gift cards and 
compassionate advice for those trying to make ends meet. Hundreds of families and individuals 
throughout the state rely on Yad Chessed to provide for their essentials, and even at times, a Jewish 
burial for a loved one.  Members of our community, as well as others in the Jewish community, who need 
assistance may contact Yad Chessed by phone at 781-487-2693 or by Email 
at intake@yadchessed.org for a confidential conversation.  Questions can be directed 
to info@yadchessed.org. 
Support Yad Chessed  - https://givebutter.com/yadchessed 

 
 

 

VISIT US ONLINE 
Website 

https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/ 
Facebook Page - Walnut Street Synagogue 

https://www.facebook.com/WalnutStreetSynagogue 
Facebook Group - Jews of Chelsea, MA Then and Now 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/ChelseaJews 
 

The Walnut Street Synagogue is the center for Jewish history, education and culture serving Chelsea, 
Greater Boston and beyond and is the historic home of Congregation Agudas Sholom.  (added to 

National Register of Historic Places in 1993) 



    

Walnut Street Synagogue, 145 Walnut Street, PO Box 505265, Chelsea, MA 02150-5265 
Contact us at: central.walnutstreetshul@gmail.com  


