
 

Rosh Hashanah begins this evening, Upcoming Programs, 
Shul Tours and More – September 22, 2025 

 

 

 Wishing You and Your Family a Happy, Healthy 
and Sweet New Year 5786!   

ומתוקה טובה שנה       
--------------------------------------- 

HIGH HOLIDAYS 
 

The Walnut Street Synagogue is pleased to offer High Holiday services this year in our historic 
synagogue.  Our spacious 1,109 seat sanctuary has plenty of room for you, your family and friends. 
Advance registration is required due to security and planning considerations.  There is no charge to 
attend services, but donations are suggested. This year we will be welcoming Moshe Stein from New 
Jersey who will be leading services.  Registration is available online on our High Holidays webpage by 
following our link below. Listings in our Yizkor book cost $18 per individual name and will be grouped in 
the book by the individual or family remembering their family members and friends.  You do not need to 
live in Greater Boston, attend services at our shul or have a family connection to our community to submit 
names for inclusion in the Yizkor book.  All are welcome, including those in our nationwide virtual learning 
community.  We will mail a copy of the book to any U.S. mailing address shortly after Yom Kippur.   
High Holidays 2025-5786 website - walnutstreetsynagogue.com/high-holidays-20255786 
Register to attend services here - form.jotform.com/252534099857167 
Yizkor Book / Donation form - walnutstreetsynagogue.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/High-Holidays-
2025-5786-Yizkor-Book-Donation-Form.pdf 
 
 

 

WALKABOUT TEL AVIV 
 
Wednesday, September 17, 7:00 pm ET (online) 

 

 
 

From ancient port to global hotspot, Tel Aviv is a city built on layers - of history, architecture, culture, and 
flavor. Renowned tour guide Gila Levitan will lead us on an eye-opening four-part virtual journey that will 
take you far beyond the guidebooks. Each session uncovers a different dimension of Tel Aviv’s evolution, 
blending past and present with stories, sites, and street-level discoveries you won’t find on your 
own.  Join us for the third session, Built to Tell: Tel Aviv in Architecture, on November 5.  We will Tel 
Aviv’s built identity from its earliest stylistic experiments to its modernist aspirations. We’ll visit icons like 
the Rothschild kiosk, the site of everyday interactions and coffee-fueled conversations; the former 
municipality building in Kikar Bialik, a relic of civic pride; and the wide boulevards lined with clean, 



functional Bauhaus façades, influenced by European émigrés fleeing fascism. We will also explore Tel 
Aviv’s later embrace of modernism and new urbanism, where glass towers now rise beside low-rise 
heritage homes. Architecture here isn’t just aesthetic, it’s political, personal, and prophetic. Each building 
is a window into the dreams and dilemmas of a city that’s always looking forward, yet grounded in its 
past. 
Register here -  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/walkabout-tel-aviv-architecture-built-to-tell-tel-aviv-in-
architecture-tickets-1461998921129?aff=oddtdtcreator 
Learn more about the series -  https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/tel-aviv-series/ 

 
 

SUMMER APPEAL 
 

Our Summer Appeal is now underway. Donations can be made online or through the mail.  Your support 
enables us to expand our program offerings and address increased security, maintenance, insurance and 
utilities costs for our American Jewish landmark.  Thank you for your continued support! 
More information and online donations here - https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/summer-2025-
appeal/ 

 
CSP 

 

We are pleased to be a partner congregation of the Orange County Jewish Community Scholar 
Program (CSP).   Please join us at an upcoming program!      

 

From Pickles to Prada – 150 Years on the Lower East Side 
Part 4 – “They Were Good to Their Mothers,” But Were They? The Seamy Side of Life on the LES - 
Thursday, September 25, 3:30 pm ET (online) 

Join us for a four-part series exploring over 150 years of transformation in one of New York’s most iconic 
neighborhoods—the Lower East Side. Once a bustling enclave of pushcarts, pickled herring, and Yiddish 
theatre, this historic district has reinvented itself as a vibrant hub of boutique fashion, fusion cuisine, and 
cultural evolution. Through evocative images, rich stories, and sharp commentary, we’ll examine the 
changing landscape of entertainment, food, shopping, and social norms.   
Dr. Sharon Keller, CSP’s 15th Annual One Month Scholar in Residence (January 2016), is a dynamic 
and engaging scholar known for making ancient texts and archaeology come alive. She earned her 
doctorate from New York University (NYU) in Hebrew and Judaic Studies, specializing in the Bible and 
the Ancient Near East, and currently teaches in the Classics Department at Hofstra University. She has 
held faculty positions at the Jewish Theological Seminary, Hebrew Union College, Hunter College and 
NYU, offering courses on biblical texts, ancient history, and Mediterranean archaeology. A prolific author, 
her work often explores the intersection of biblical Israel and ancient Egypt, and her acclaimed 
book Jews: A Treasury of Art and Literature received the National Jewish Book Award. 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/M90_ZrBfTmuOiZ8TLpfTPQ#/registration 

 

How Kabbalah Reimagines Torah 
Part 2 - Sunday, September 28, 7:00 pm ET (online) 

As we approach the Jewish New Year and prepare to complete the annual cycle of Torah reading, we are 
invited to revisit an ancient question with fresh eyes: What is the Torah, really? While traditionally 
understood as a sacred text combining narrative and law, the Kabbalistic tradition offers a radically 
different lens, seeing the Torah not just as words on parchment, but as a living, dynamic force, a divine 
emanation that reveals the mysteries of God and the boundless potential within each soul. In this two-part 
series, renowned Kabbalah scholar and translator Prof. Daniel Matt will guide us into this mystical 



understanding, illuminating key Kabbalistic texts that challenge us to rethink the nature of Torah itself. 
Drawing on decades of scholarship, including his monumental nine-volume translation and commentary 
of the Zohar, as well as accessible works like The Essential Kabbalah and God and the Big Bang, Prof. 
Matt will open new spiritual pathways for encountering Torah at this season of renewal and reflection.   
Prof. Daniel Matt is a scholar and teacher of Kabbalah. Some years ago, he completed an eighteen-year 
project of translating the Zohar, the masterpiece of Kabbalah. His nine-volume annotated work, The 
Zohar: Pritzker Edition (published by Stanford University Press), has been hailed as “a monumental 
contribution to the history of Jewish thought.” His other books include: God and the Big Bang: Discovering 
Harmony between Science and Spirituality (2nd edition, 2016), The Essential Kabbalah (translated into 
eight languages), and Zohar: Annotated and Explained (a short paperback). Recently his biography of 
Elijah, Becoming Elijah: Prophet of Transformation, was published by Yale University Press in their series 
Jewish Lives. Daniel received his PhD from Brandeis University and for twenty years served as professor 
at the Center for Jewish Studies, within the Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley. He has also taught 
at Stanford and the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/VfxtpTvqSqi9FLO1AZN-_w#/registration 

 

Jonah Meets Moby Dick – Facing the Deep on the Day of Awe 
Tuesday, September 30, 1:00 pm ET (online) 

Join Rabbi Dr. Raphael Zarum for a study of the literary meanings of the second chapter of the book of 
Jonah from the Midrash and New Testament to Michelangelo, Herbert Melville, Jules Verne all the way to 
Captain Jack Sparrow. Transform your Yom Kippur experience by diving with Jonah into the belly of the 
beast.  
Rabbi Dr. Raphael Zarum is Dean of the London School of Jewish Studies (LSJS) where he holds the 
Rabbi Sacks Chair of Modern Jewish Thought, established by the Zandan family. He lectures in Jewish 
philosophy and education, and trains teachers and rabbis. Rabbi Zarum has a PhD in Theoretical Physics 
from King’s College London and an MA in Adult Education from University College London. His rabbinic 
ordination was awarded by the Montefiore Kollel and Rabbi Sacks, and he is also a graduate of the 
Mandel Leadership School in Jerusalem. Rabbi Zarum regularly writes articles for the Jewish press and 
essays for journals. His recent book, Questioning Belief: Torah and Tradition in an Age of Doubt, 
published by Koren, was the finalist in the Rabbi Sacks Book Prize, awarded by Yeshiva University. 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/WZaPwM9sR7aRvnSbaDHZsg#/registration 

 
COMMUNITY PARTNER PROGRAMS 

Nova Exhibition 
Friday, September 26 through Tuesday, October 21 
(in-person at the former FW Webb Building, 307 Dorchester Avenue, Boston) 

The Nova Exhibition, presented by the Tribe of Nova Foundation, is an in-depth remembrance of the 
brutal massacre at The Nova Music Festival on October 7th, 2023. The installation sets out to recreate a 
festival dedicated to peace and love that was savagely cut short by a terrorist attack on that fateful day. 
The attack at The Nova Music Festival was the largest massacre in music history. 
More information and tickets here - novaexhibition.com 

 

SHUL TOURS 

If you live in the Boston area and have never seen our historic shul, or haven't visited in a while, or if you 
plan to visit the area, we welcome you to see our shul in person!  Tour our historic synagogue that was 
built in 1909 and was added to the National Register of Historic Place in 1993.  Come see our 1,109-seat 
sanctuary with its painted ceiling and wall frescoes, murals and carved wood Aron Kodesh. Check out our 
collection of Judaica, artwork, photos, documents, books, posters and plaques that come from our 
synagogue, synagogues in Chelsea that have closed along with fraternal, social and educational 
organizations from Chelsea and elsewhere in Greater Boston.  Please follow the link below for more 



information and to request Individual/Family or Group tours. 
https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/visit/ 

GIVING 
 

Please visit our Giving page to send tributes, recognize yahrzeits and make other general donations to 
support the Walnut Street Synagogue and help us preserve, maintain and secure our 116-year-old 
building. Donations can be made online or through the mail.  Tributes and other donations may be 
recognized on our Giving Page unless otherwise requested. 
https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/giving/  

 

YAD CHESSED 

  

Yad Chessed helps Jewish individuals and families who struggle with financial hardship pay their bills and 
buy food. As a social services agency rooted in the Jewish values of kindness (chessed) and charity 
(tzedakah), they are committed to helping those in need navigate a path toward financial stability while 
preserving their privacy and dignity.  They provide emergency financial assistance, grocery gift cards and 
compassionate advice for those trying to make ends meet. Hundreds of families and individuals 
throughout the state rely on Yad Chessed to provide for their essentials, and even at times, a Jewish 
burial for a loved one.  Members of our community, as well as others in the Jewish community, who need 
assistance may contact Yad Chessed by phone at 781-487-2693 or by Email 
at intake@yadchessed.org for a confidential conversation.  Questions can be directed 
to info@yadchessed.org. 
Support Yad Chessed  - https://givebutter.com/yadchessed 

 

 

VISIT US ONLINE 
Website 

https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/ 
Facebook Page - Walnut Street Synagogue 

https://www.facebook.com/WalnutStreetSynagogue 
Facebook Group - Jews of Chelsea, MA Then and Now 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/ChelseaJews 
 

The Walnut Street Synagogue is the center for Jewish history, education and culture serving Chelsea, 
Greater Boston and beyond and is the historic home of Congregation Agudas Sholom.  (added to 

National Register of Historic Places in 1993) 

    

Walnut Street Synagogue, 145 Walnut Street, PO Box 505265, Chelsea, MA 02150-5265 
Contact us at: central.walnutstreetshul@gmail.com  


