High Holidays, Summer Appeal, Walkabout Tel Aviv,
Upcoming Programs, Shul Tours and More — September
9, 2025

HIGH HOLIDAYS

Watch for our announcement in the coming days with details of services in our historic sanctuary for the
High Holidays.

SUMMER APPEAL

Our Summer Appeal is now underway. Donations can be made online or through the mail. Your support
enables us to expand our program offerings and address increased security, maintenance, insurance and
utilities costs for our American Jewish landmark. Thank you for your continued support!

More information and online donations here - hiips://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/summer-2025-
appeal/

CHELSEA'S IMMIGRANT JEWISH ARTISTS AND ARTISANS

'@ walnut Street

S5 Synagogue

Chelsea’s Immigrant Jewish
Artists and Artisans
September 7, 2025

Thanks to all who joined us on Sunday for our program with Dr. Samuel Gruber and Simona Di Nepi! We
welcome your feedback at central.walnutstreetshul@gmail.com.

WALKABOUT TEL AVIV

Wednesday, September 17, 7:00 pm ET (online)

WALKABOUT TEL AVIV: TEL TO TOWERS

From Sand to Skyline - an Online Four-Part




From ancient port to global hotspot, Tel Aviv is a city built on layers - of history, architecture, culture, and
flavor. Renowned tour guide Gila Levitan will lead us on an eye-opening four-part virtual journey that will
take you far beyond the guidebooks. Each session uncovers a different dimension of Tel Aviv’s evolution,
blending past and present with stories, sites, and street-level discoveries you won'’t find on your

own. Join us for the second session, Foundations: From Colonies to City Streets, on

September 17. We will trace the earliest breakaway neighborhoods: the serene charm of the American
and German Colonies, with their red-roofed houses and tree-lined lanes, to the artistic enclave of Neve
Tzedek, the first Jewish neighborhood established outside Jaffa. Traversing Park HaMesila, the former
Ottoman railway line turned green promenade, we will move through eclectic Florentin and bustling
Levinsky Market until we arrive at Rothschild Boulevard, the pulsing heart of the modern city.

Register here - https://www.eventbrite.com/e/walkabout-tel-aviv-culture-foundations-from-colonies-to-
city-streets-tickets-1461659536019?aff=oddtdtcreator

Learn more about the series - https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/tel-aviv-series/

CSP

We are pleased to be a partner congregation of the Orange County Jewish Community Scholar
Program (CSP). Please join us at an upcoming program!

From Pickles to Prada — 150 Years on the Lower East Side

Part 2 — “I'll Have What She’s Having!” Food Then and Now - Thursday, September 11, 3:30 pm ET
(online)

Part 3 — Where Did You Buy Your Camp Clothes? From Pushcarts to Prada - Thursday, September
18, 3:30 pm ET (online)

Part 4 — “They Were Good to Their Mothers,” But Were They? The Seamy Side of Life on the LES -
Thursday, September 25, 3:30 pm ET (online)

Join us for a four-part series exploring over 150 years of transformation in one of New York’s most iconic
neighborhoods—the Lower East Side. Once a bustling enclave of pushcarts, pickled herring, and Yiddish
theatre, this historic district has reinvented itself as a vibrant hub of boutique fashion, fusion cuisine, and
cultural evolution. Through evocative images, rich stories, and sharp commentary, we’ll examine the
changing landscape of entertainment, food, shopping, and social norms.

Dr. Sharon Keller, CSP’s 15th Annual One Month Scholar in Residence (January 2016), is a dynamic
and engaging scholar known for making ancient texts and archaeology come alive. She earned her
doctorate from New York University (NYU) in Hebrew and Judaic Studies, specializing in the Bible and
the Ancient Near East, and currently teaches in the Classics Department at Hofstra University. She has
held faculty positions at the Jewish Theological Seminary, Hebrew Union College, Hunter College and
NYU, offering courses on biblical texts, ancient history, and Mediterranean archaeology. A prolific author,
her work often explores the intersection of biblical Israel and ancient Egypt, and her acclaimed

book Jews: A Treasury of Art and Literature received the National Jewish Book Award.
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/reqgister/M90 ZrBfTmuQiZ8TL pfTPQ#/registration

Two Jews Walk Into a Zoom - Kvetches, Confessions and Catastrophes
Sunday, September 14, 7:00 pm ET (online)

Join us online for an hour of sharp wit, big laughs, and unforgettable stories as two Moth main-stage
storytellers, Annie Korzen and Carlos Kotkin, share the (virtual) stage for a special CSP live, online,
storytelling event. Annie, best known as Doris Klompus on Seinfeld and now a TikTok sensation in her
80s, brings her signature blend of humor, heart, and chutzpah. Carlos, author of Please God Let If Be
Herpes and screenwriter of Rio 2 and The Star, offers up hilariously honest tales of love, life, and
everything in between. Don’t miss this lively, laughter-filled online session — tune in from anywhere and



enjoy storytelling at its finest!

Annie Korzen was the recurring Doris Klompus on Seinfeld. She is an octogenarian TikTok sensation
with close to half a million followers, and is the author of “THE BOOK OF ANNIE: Humor, Heart and
Chutzpah from an Accidental Influencer.” Annie has written humorous essays for The New York Times,
Los Angeles Times and many more, and she has performed her solo shows on three continents. She is a
Moth Mainstage storyteller, and has been interviewed by Oprah Winfrey, Mario Lopez, and — wait for it —
Dr. Phil.

Carlos Kotkin is an author, screenwriter and humorist. His dating memoir Please God Let It Be Herpes:
A Heartfelt Quest for Love and Companionship was published by Penguin Books. He is a regular host of
The Moth story slams in Los Angeles and his material has been featured on The Moth podcast as well as
other popular platforms including KCRW’s UnFictional, Risk!, Story Collider and NYT’s Modern Love. He
has written the animated features Rio 2, Open Season: Scared Silly, The Star and Giants of La Mancha.
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/I30GDzDLSoOWmtJQou350Q#/registration

COMMUNITY PARTNER PROGRAMS

Massachusetts Special Commission on Combating Antisemitism
Tuesday, September 9, 7:30 pm ET
(online program presented by the Lappin Foundation and Temple Emanuel of Newton)

Everyone is welcome to a statewide online gathering to hear about the important work of the
Massachusetts Special Commission on Combating Antisemitism from Senator Cynthia Creem and
Commission Co-Chairs, State Representative Simon Cataldo and State Senator John Velis. The program
will be moderated by Jeff Saperstone, NBC10 News Anchor.

https://lappinfoundation.tfaforms.net/264

SHUL TOURS

If you live in the Boston area and have never seen our historic shul, or haven't visited in a while, or if you
plan to visit the area, we welcome you to see our shul in person! Tour our historic synagogue that was
built in 1909 and was added to the National Register of Historic Place in 1993. Come see our 1,109-seat
sanctuary with its painted ceiling and wall frescoes, murals and carved wood Aron Kodesh. Check out our
collection of Judaica, artwork, photos, documents, books, posters and plaques that come from our
synagogue, synagogues in Chelsea that have closed along with fraternal, social and educational
organizations from Chelsea and elsewhere in Greater Boston. Please follow the link below for more
information and to request Individual/Family or Group tours.

https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/visit/

GIVING

Please visit our Giving page to send tributes, recognize yahrzeits and make other general donations to
support the Walnut Street Synagogue and help us preserve, maintain and secure our 116-year-old
building. Donations can be made online or through the mail. Tributes and other donations may be
recognized on our Giving Page unless otherwise requested.
https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/giving/

YAD CHESSED
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Yad Chessed helps Jewish individuals and families who struggle with financial hardship pay their bills and
buy food. As a social services agency rooted in the Jewish values of kindness (chessed) and charity
(tzedakah), they are committed to helping those in need navigate a path toward financial stability while



preserving their privacy and dignity. They provide emergency financial assistance, grocery gift cards and
compassionate advice for those trying to make ends meet. Hundreds of families and individuals
throughout the state rely on Yad Chessed to provide for their essentials, and even at times, a Jewish
burial for a loved one. Members of our community, as well as others in the Jewish community, who need
assistance may contact Yad Chessed by phone at 781-487-2693 or by Email

at intake@yadchessed.org for a confidential conversation. Questions can be directed

to info@yadchessed.org.

Support Yad Chessed - hiips://givebutter.com/yadchessed

VISIT US ONLINE
Website
https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/
Facebook Page - Walnut Street Synagogue
https://www.facebook.com/WalnutStreetSynagogue
Facebook Group - Jews of Chelsea, MA Then and Now
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ChelseaJews

The Walnut Street Synagogue is the center for Jewish history, education and culture serving Chelsea,
Greater Boston and beyond and is the historic home of Congregation Agudas Sholom. (added to
National Register of Historic Places in 1993)

Walnut Street Synagogue, 145 Walnut Street, PO Box 505265, Chelsea, MA 02150-5265
Contact us at: central.walnutstreetshul@gmail.com



