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Chelsea’'s Immigrant Jewish Artists and Artisans next
Sunday, Summer Appeal, Walkabout Tel Aviv, Upcoming
Programs, Shul Tours and More — September 1, 2025

SUMMER APPEAL

Our Summer Appeal is now underway. Donations can be made online or through the mail. Your support
enables us to expand our program offerings and address increased security, maintenance, insurance and
utilities costs for our American Jewish landmark. Thank you for your continued support!

More information and online donations here - hiips://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/summer-2025-
appeal/

CHELSEA'S IMMIGRANT JEWISH ARTISTS AND ARTISANS

Sunday, September 7, 1:00 to 4:30 pm ET (in-person at the Walnut Street Synagogue, 145 Walnut
Street, Chelsea)

| Y%- .‘Waluul Street

L5 Synagogue

Chelsea’s Immigrant Jewish
Artists and Artisans
September 7, 2025

Join us for an afternoon to celebrate Jewish immigrants of the last century who became artists and
artisans. Tour the historic synagogue that is on the National Register of Historic

Places. Explore Judaica, artwork, photos, documents, books, posters and plaques from the Walnut
Street Synagogue, synagogues in Chelsea that have closed, along with fraternal, social and educational
organizations from Chelsea and beyond. Dr. Samuel Gruber, art and architecture historian and
Simona Di Nepi, Charles and Lynn Schusterman Curator of Judaica at the Museum of Fine

Arts, Boston will speak at 2:00 p.m. They will introduce the work of Jewish immigrant artists and
artisans in Chelsea and Greater Boston active during the early 20th century and will explore their legacy
and how their work is utilized, preserved and appreciated today. One of the prominent artisans that will
be discussed is Sam Katz. Katz, a prolific woodworker and cabinetmaker who built numerous synagogue
Torah arks in the Boston area immigrated to America in 1910 and established himself in Chelsea around
1916. The program is free to attend, but advance registration is required.

Register here - https://www.eventbrite.com/e/chelseas-immigrant-jewish-artists-and-artisans-tickets-
1560185128719

Learn more about the series here - walnuistreetsynagogue.com/immigrant-jewish-artists-and-artisans

WALKABOUT TEL AVIV

Wednesday, September 17, 7:00 pm ET (online)
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WALKABOUT TEL AVIV: TEL TO TOWERS

From Sand to Skyline - an Online Four-Part
Urban Exploration Ser&es o

From ancient port to global hotspot, Tel Aviv is a city built on layers - of history, architecture, culture, and
flavor. Renowned tour guide Gila Levitan will lead us on an eye-opening four-part virtual journey that will
take you far beyond the guidebooks. Each session uncovers a different dimension of Tel Aviv’s evolution,
blending past and present with stories, sites, and street-level discoveries you won'’t find on your

own. Join us for the second session, Foundations: From Colonies to City Streets, on

September 17. We will trace the earliest breakaway neighborhoods: the serene charm of the American
and German Colonies, with their red-roofed houses and tree-lined lanes, to the artistic enclave of Neve
Tzedek, the first Jewish neighborhood established outside Jaffa. Traversing Park HaMesila, the former
Ottoman railway line turned green promenade, we will move through eclectic Florentin and bustling
Levinsky Market until we arrive at Rothschild Boulevard, the pulsing heart of the modern city.

Register here - https://www.eventbrite.com/e/walkabout-tel-aviv-culture-foundations-from-colonies-to-
city-streets-tickets-14616595360197aff=oddtdtcreator

Learn more about the series - https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/tel-aviv-series/

CSP

We are pleased to be a partner congregation of the Orange County Jewish Community Scholar
Program (CSP). Please join us at an upcoming program!
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Leading with Purpose — A Conversation with Rabbi Rick Jacobs
Tuesday, September 2, 1:00 pm ET (online)

Join us for a thought-provoking conversation with Rabbi Rick Jacobs, president of the Union for Reform
Judaism, as he reflects on his journey from Tustin, California, to leading a movement representing over
two million Jews across North America. Drawing from decades of spiritual leadership, social activism, and
global engagement, Rabbi Jacobs will share insights on the challenges and opportunities facing
contemporary Jewish life.

Rabbi Rick Jacobs is the president of the Union for Reform Judaism (URJ), representing nearly 850
congregations and over two million North American Jews. Since assuming the role in 2012, he has been
a leading voice for social justice, environmental responsibility, and liberal Zionism. A native of Tustin, CA,
Rabbi Jacobs was ordained in 1982 at Hebrew Union College—Jewish Institute of Religion and served for
nearly three decades as a pulpit rabbi in New York. He is a frequent commentator in major media and has
engaged in humanitarian missions and interfaith dialogue around the world.

Rabbi Elie Kaplan Spitz is a teacher, author, and spiritual leader with deep expertise in Jewish
spirituality and law. He served as the rabbi of Congregation B’nai Israel in Tustin, CA, for over 30 years
and was a longtime member of the Rabbinical Assembly’s Committee on Law and Standards. His books
include Does the Soul Survive?, Healing from Despair, Increasing Wholeness and Duets on Psalms (co-
authored with Rabbi Jack Riemer). Rabbi Spitz is a widely respected voice on topics such as the afterlife,
meditation, and spiritual resilience.

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/ ASdUmvBpQ-KTqgcAA13jVtA#/registration




From Pickles to Prada — 150 Years on the Lower East Side

Part 1 — Spotlight on the LES: Stages, Shtick, and Stardom - Thursday, September 4, 3:30 pm ET
(online)

Part 2 — “I'll Have What She’s Having!” Food Then and Now - Thursday, September 11, 3:30 pm ET
(online)

Part 3 — Where Did You Buy Your Camp Clothes? From Pushcarts to Prada - Thursday, September
18, 3:30 pm ET (online)

Part 4 — “They Were Good to Their Mothers,” But Were They? The Seamy Side of Life on the LES -
Thursday, September 25, 3:30 pm ET (online)

Join us for a four-part series exploring over 150 years of transformation in one of New York’s most iconic
neighborhoods—the Lower East Side. Once a bustling enclave of pushcarts, pickled herring, and Yiddish
theatre, this historic district has reinvented itself as a vibrant hub of boutique fashion, fusion cuisine, and
cultural evolution. Through evocative images, rich stories, and sharp commentary, we’ll examine the
changing landscape of entertainment, food, shopping, and social norms.

Dr. Sharon Keller, CSP’s 15th Annual One Month Scholar in Residence (January 2016), is a dynamic
and engaging scholar known for making ancient texts and archaeology come alive. She earned her
doctorate from New York University (NYU) in Hebrew and Judaic Studies, specializing in the Bible and
the Ancient Near East, and currently teaches in the Classics Department at Hofstra University. She has
held faculty positions at the Jewish Theological Seminary, Hebrew Union College, Hunter College and
NYU, offering courses on biblical texts, ancient history, and Mediterranean archaeology. A prolific author,
her work often explores the intersection of biblical Israel and ancient Egypt, and her acclaimed

book Jews: A Treasury of Art and Literature received the National Jewish Book Award.
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/reqgister/M90 ZrBfTmuQiZ8TL pfTPQ#/registration

SHUL TOURS

If you live in the Boston area and have never seen our historic shul, or haven't visited in a while, or if you
plan to visit the area, we welcome you to see our shul in person! Tour our historic synagogue that was
built in 1909 and was added to the National Register of Historic Place in 1993. Come see our 1,109-seat
sanctuary with its painted ceiling and wall frescoes, murals and carved wood Aron Kodesh. Check out our
collection of Judaica, artwork, photos, documents, books, posters and plaques that come from our
synagogue, synagogues in Chelsea that have closed along with fraternal, social and educational
organizations from Chelsea and elsewhere in Greater Boston. Please follow the link below for more
information and to request Individual/Family or Group tours.

https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/visit/

GIVING

Please visit our Giving page to send tributes, recognize yahrzeits and make other general donations to
support the Walnut Street Synagogue and help us preserve, maintain and secure our 116-year-old
building. Donations can be made online or through the mail. Tributes and other donations may be
recognized on our Giving Page unless otherwise requested.
https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/giving/

YAD CHESSED
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Yad Chessed helps Jewish individuals and families who struggle with financial hardship pay their bills and
buy food. As a social services agency rooted in the Jewish values of kindness (chessed) and charity
(tzedakah), they are committed to helping those in need navigate a path toward financial stability while
preserving their privacy and dignity. They provide emergency financial assistance, grocery gift cards and
compassionate advice for those trying to make ends meet. Hundreds of families and individuals



throughout the state rely on Yad Chessed to provide for their essentials, and even at times, a Jewish
burial for a loved one. Members of our community, as well as others in the Jewish community, who need
assistance may contact Yad Chessed by phone at 781-487-2693 or by Email

at intake@yadchessed.org for a confidential conversation. Questions can be directed

to info@yadchessed.org.

Support Yad Chessed - htips://givebutter.com/yadchessed

VISIT US ONLINE
Website
https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/
Facebook Page - Walnut Street Synagogue
https://www.facebook.com/WalnutStreetSynagogue
Facebook Group - Jews of Chelsea, MA Then and Now
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ChelsealJews

The Walnut Street Synagogue is the center for Jewish history, education and culture serving Chelsea,
Greater Boston and beyond and is the historic home of Congregation Agudas Sholom. (added to
National Register of Historic Places in 1993)

Walnut Street Synagogue, 145 Walnut Street, PO Box 505265, Chelsea, MA 02150-5265
Contact us at: central.walnutstreetshul@gmail.com



