From Sand to Skyline - an Online Four-Part

Urban Exploration Series

Announcing the Walkabout Tel Aviv Online Urban Exploration Series —
July 23, 2025

Dear Friends,

| am very pleased to announce the launch of Walkabout Tel Aviv: Tel to Towers, an eye-opening four-part virtual journey that will
take us far beyond the guidebooks. Each session will uncover a different dimension of Tel Aviv’s evolution, blending past and
present with stories, sites, and street-level discoveries.

Our series begins on Wednesday, August 13, at 7:00 pm ET when we will learn about history in Jaffa: Belle of the Seas. Perched
on a hilltop overlooking the Mediterranean, Jaffa has enchanted conquerors, pilgrims, and poets for millennia. As we wander Jaffa’s
cobblestone streets, we will uncover layers of history etched into stone, alleyway, and arch, from the bustling Flea Market to the
hidden courtyards and secret passageways that whisper of centuries past. As gentrification reshapes its ancient contours, we will
explore how the past is woven into the present through modern design, art galleries, and urban renewal projects like the light rail.

The series continues on Wednesday, September 17, at 7:00 pm ET when we will explore culture in Foundations: From Colonies
to City Streets. As residents of 19th-century Jaffa grew restless within the city walls, they looked outward and began building the
future. Our path traces the earliest breakaway neighborhoods, the serene charm of the American and German Colonies, with their
red-roofed houses and tree-lined lanes, to the artistic enclave of Neve Tzedek, the first Jewish neighborhood established outside
Jaffa.

On Wednesday, November 5, at 7:00 pm ET, our series continues when we will discuss architecture in Built to Tell: Tel Aviv in
Architecture. Recognized as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, the city boasts over 4,000 Bauhaus-style buildings, earning it the
nickname “The White City.” But the architectural narrative begins even earlier, with the eclectic architecture of the 1920s, which
blended European styles with local materials, Middle Eastern arches, and ornamental flourishes. We will also explore Tel Aviv’s later
embrace of modernism and new urbanism, where glass towers now rise beside low-rise heritage homes.

Our series concludes on Wednesday, December 3, at 7:00 pm ET when we will explore the food culture in Markets & Migrations:
A Taste of Tel Aviv. In this flavorful finale, we will explore how immigration, innovation, and cultural fusion have created a vibrant
culinary mosaic. Our journey will begin in Sarona Market, a sleek food hall nestled within the restored buildings of the German
Templar colony of Sarona. Then we will cross the Ayalon Highway to the Hatikvah Market, less polished, more authentic, and utterly
bursting with life. This market tells the stories of Jews from Yemen, Iraq, Turkey, Bukhara and beyond who brought their spices,
recipes, and resilience to Israel’s shores.

We will be guided by the award-winning tour guide Gila Levitan. After moving to Israel in 2005 and initially working in public health,
Gila decided to become a licensed tour guide in order to pursue her passion for exploring and travelling around Israel. Gila loves to
travel all over the world and brings the knowledge and experience of a well-seasoned traveler to her explanations. She is proud to
have been awarded the TripAdvisor Certificate of Excellence for the past five years in a row.

Complete descriptions of each session along with registration links are found on our
website (walnutstreetsynagogue.com/tel-aviv-series). You will need to register for each session individually and we will send
Zoom links a few days before each session. There is no charge.

This series is made possible by a grant from the Congregation Ahabat Shalom Religious Fund and other generous
donors. Additional sponsorships are available (see our sponsorship form or event website).

Please join us. | hope to see you online for this upcoming series!

L’Shalom,

Edward Medros
President, Walnut Street Synagogue
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