
 

Walkabout Tel Aviv, Upcoming Programs, Shul Tours and 
More –  

July 28, 2025 
 

 

WALKABOUT TEL AVIV 
 
Wednesday, August 13, 7:00 pm ET (online) 

 

 
 

From ancient port to global hotspot, Tel Aviv is a city built on layers - of history, architecture, culture, and 
flavor. Join renowned tour guide Gila Levitan for an eye-opening four-part virtual journey that takes you 
far beyond the guidebooks. Each session uncovers a different dimension of Tel Aviv’s evolution, blending 
past and present with stories, sites, and street-level discoveries you won’t find on your own.  Join us for 
the first session, Jaffa: Belle of the Seas on August 13.  Perched on a hilltop overlooking the 
Mediterranean, Jaffa has enchanted conquerors, pilgrims, and poets for millennia. Shai Agnon once 
called her “the belle of the seas,” and from the ancient Egyptians to Richard the Lionheart to Napoleon 
Bonaparte, rulers across time have vied for this coveted port city. As we wander Jaffa’s cobblestone 
streets, we’ll uncover layers of history etched into stone, alleyway, and arch, from the bustling Flea 
Market to the hidden courtyards and secret passageways that whisper of centuries past.  Yet Jaffa is not 
only a relic of history, it’s alive with vibrant change. As gentrification reshapes its ancient contours, we’ll 
explore how the past is woven into the present through modern design, art galleries, and urban renewal 
projects like the light rail. From the Greek Market to the Maronite churches, Jaffa remains a multicultural 
crossroads, an ideal launch point for our journey into Tel Aviv’s soul. Let your curiosity lead you through 
its labyrinthine alleys, where every corner may reveal a treasure or tale you didn’t expect. 
Register here -  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/walkabout-tel-aviv-history-jaffa-belle-of-the-seas-tickets-
1458652471809?aff=oddtdtcreator 
Learn more about the series -  https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/tel-aviv-series/ 
 

 
CSP 

 

We are pleased to be a partner congregation of the Orange County Jewish Community Scholar 
Program (CSP).   Please join us at an upcoming program!      



 

The Jews of Rome 
Part 3 – The Ghetto (1555–1870) - Tuesday, July 29, 1:00 pm ET (online) 

Join us for a powerful three-part series exploring the extraordinary 2,000-year history of Jews in 
Rome. From their earliest presence in the imperial capital to life in the medieval city and the experience of 
the Ghetto, each session uncovers a different chapter of Jewish resilience, adaptation, and continuity. 
Through archaeology, archival texts, and the living memory of Rome’s streets, we’ll trace the evolving 
identity of one of the world’s oldest Jewish communities.   
Part 3 – The Ghetto (1555–1870) - The creation of the Roman Ghetto marked a dark chapter in Jewish 
history - but one rich in cultural complexity. Despite harsh restrictions, a unique Jewish-Roman culture 
emerged behind its walls. This session examines life in the Ghetto over three centuries and the legacy 
that remains even after its physical destruction.      
Samuel D. Gruber, Ph.D.  is an accomplished researcher, author, curator and consultant, and founder 
and managing director of Gruber Heritage Global (GHG) – a cultural resources consulting firm.  He 
served for a decade as Research Director of the U.S. Commission for the Preservation of America’s 
Heritage Abroad, for which he planned and supervised more than a dozen major countrywide cultural 
heritage surveys.  He was founding director of the Jewish Heritage Council of the World Monuments Fund 
(WMF) for which he planned and oversaw major documentation, planning and restoration projects in 
many countries. He is presently working on preservation projects in America and Europe.  Gruber 
received his B.A. in Medieval Studies from Princeton University and his Ph.D. in Architectural History from 
Columbia University.  His many publications include American Synagogues: A Century of Architecture 
and Jewish Community  and Synagogues. He has also co-authored Synagogues and Mass Graves Sites 
in Ukraine (2005); Survey of Historic Jewish Sites in the Czech Republic (1995), Survey of Historic Jewish 
Sites in Poland (1994; rev. 1995) and many scholarly and popular articles on medieval architecture, 
Jewish art and architecture, and historic preservation. 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/uZeXMq5AQr2NKUrL81VAhw#/registration 

 

Pre-State Photographic Archives & the Zionist Movement  
Thursday, July 31, 1:00 pm ET (online) 

In the 1920s, the Jewish National Fund relocated its operations from Europe to Jerusalem, bringing with it 
a bold vision for documenting and directing the story of the Jewish people in the land of Israel. One of its 
first major initiatives was the creation of a groundbreaking photographic archive, conceived not merely as 
a record of events but as a tool for shaping collective memory and mobilizing support. These striking 
images played a central role in fundraising campaigns, public outreach, and the construction of a new 
national narrative in pre-state Palestine. From portraits of pioneers to depictions of settlement and 
transformation, the archive helped define how the Zionist enterprise was seen both at home and abroad. 
Join us to explore the archive’s formative years, the visual strategies it employed, and the enduring 
impact of its imagery on the making of a nation. 
Dr. Rotem Rozental, is the Executive Director and Chief Curator of the Los Angeles Center of 
Photography (LACP). Between 2016-2022, she served as Chief Curator at American Jewish University, 
where she was also Assistant Dean of the Whizin Center for Continuing Education and Senior Director of 
Arts and Creative Programming. Her book, Pre-State Photographic Archives and the Zionist Movement, 
was published in 2023 (Routledge), and was named recipient of the Jordan Schnitzer First Book Award 
by the Association for Jewish Studies. Also in 2023, Rotem edited and contributed a text to the artist book 
Itinerarium by photo-collage artist Shay Zilberman. Rotem has been researching the intersections of 
photo-based art, technology and visual culture for nearly two decades and is currently working on a 
nonfiction memoir project that is inspired by this work. She is also a lecturer at USC Roski School of Art 
and Design Critical Studies Department. Rotem mentors artists worldwide and contributes regularly to 
magazines, journals and exhibition catalogues. Her writings about contemporary art and image-based 
media were published in Artforum, Photographies, Jewish Currents, Tablet and Forward, among other 
outlets. Her essay, “Call the Midlife,” will be published in Afterimage in 2025, and her story, “A Scar, 



Visible Only to Me,” was recently published in the anthology Scars by Beyond Words Magazine. 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/r5gx_NP-TU-lMZgNiPyVlQ#/registration 

 

COMMUNITY PARTNER PROGRAMS 

Strangers and Sojourners: The Jews of Colonial Boston 
Tuesday, July 29, 6:00 pm ET 
(online program presented by the Wyner Family Jewish Heritage Center at American Ancestors)   

The Jewish Heritage Center is hosting historian Ellen Smith, for a webinar about Boston’s earliest Jewish 
history. Professor Smith will share the stories of Jews in Boston during the Colonial period, and will 
explore what it meant to navigate being Jewish and becoming a Bostonian before the Revolutionary 
War.  Ellen Smith is Professor Emerita of Brandeis University where she was Director of the Hornstein 
Jewish Professional Leadership Program and taught courses in American Jewish history, museum 
studies, and visual and material culture. Trained as both a museum curator and historian, she is the 
author or curator of over 30 books, including The Jews of Boston, catalogs, and museum exhibitions on 
Jewish history and culture. 
https://hubs.americanancestors.org/strangers-and-sojourners-the-jews-of-colonial-
boston?hs_preview=zKsfmmQG-190969575774 

SHUL TOURS 

If you live in the Boston area and have never seen our historic shul, or haven't visited in a while, or if you 
plan to visit the area, we welcome you to see our shul in person!  Tour our historic synagogue that was 
built in 1909 and was added to the National Register of Historic Place in 1993.  Come see our 1,109-seat 
sanctuary with its painted ceiling and wall frescoes, murals and carved wood Aron Kodesh. Check out our 
collection of Judaica, artwork, photos, documents, books, posters and plaques that come from our 
synagogue, synagogues in Chelsea that have closed along with fraternal, social and educational 
organizations from Chelsea and elsewhere in Greater Boston.  Please follow the link below for more 
information and to request Individual/Family or Group tours. 
https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/visit/ 

GIVING 
 

Please visit our Giving page to send tributes, recognize yahrzeits and make other general donations to 
support the Walnut Street Synagogue. Donations can be made online or through the mail.  
https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/giving/  
 
 
 

YAD CHESSED 

  

Yad Chessed helps Jewish individuals and families who struggle with financial hardship pay their bills and 
buy food. As a social services agency rooted in the Jewish values of kindness (chessed) and charity 
(tzedakah), they are committed to helping those in need navigate a path toward financial stability while 
preserving their privacy and dignity.  They provide emergency financial assistance, grocery gift cards and 
compassionate advice for those trying to make ends meet. Hundreds of families and individuals 
throughout the state rely on Yad Chessed to provide for their essentials, and even at times, a Jewish 
burial for a loved one.  Members of our community, as well as others in the Jewish community, who need 
assistance may contact Yad Chessed by phone at 781-487-2693 or by Email 
at intake@yadchessed.org for a confidential conversation.  Questions can be directed 



to info@yadchessed.org. 
Support Yad Chessed  - https://givebutter.com/yadchessed 

 

OUR COMMUNITY NEWS 
Do you have milestones such as marriages, births, Bar and Bat Mitzvahs, special birthdays, graduations, 
etc. to share with our community? If so, please submit details to central.walnutstreetshul@gmail.com to 
be included in our weekly announcements.   Photos are welcome! 
 

 
 

GIVING 
 

Please visit our Giving page to send tributes, recognize yahrzeits and make other general donations to 
support the Walnut Street Synagogue. Donations can be made online or through the mail.  
https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/giving/  
 

 
VISIT US ONLINE 

Website 
https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/ 

Facebook Page - Walnut Street Synagogue 
https://www.facebook.com/WalnutStreetSynagogue 

Facebook Group - Jews of Chelsea, MA Then and Now 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ChelseaJews 

 
The Walnut Street Synagogue is the center for Jewish history, education and culture serving Chelsea, 

Greater Boston and beyond and is the historic home of Congregation Agudas Sholom.  (added to 
National Register of Historic Places in 1993) 

    

Walnut Street Synagogue, 145 Walnut Street, PO Box 505265, Chelsea, MA 02150-5265 
Contact us at: central.walnutstreetshul@gmail.com  


