Walkabout Tel Aviv starts in August, Upcoming
Programs, Shul Tours and More -
July 21, 2025

WALKABOUT TEL AVIV

Wednesday, August 13, 7:00 pm ET (online)

alnut Street

WALKABOUT TEL AVIV: TEL TO TOWERS

From Sand to Skyline - an Online Four-Part
Urban Exploration Serjes :

e

From ancient port to global hotspot, Tel Aviv is a city built on layers - of history, architecture, culture, and
flavor. Join renowned tour guide Gila Levitan for an eye-opening four-part virtual journey that takes you
far beyond the guidebooks. Each session uncovers a different dimension of Tel Aviv's evolution, blending
past and present with stories, sites, and street-level discoveries you won't find on your own. Join us for
the first session, Jaffa: Belle of the Seas on August 13. Perched on a hilltop overlooking the
Mediterranean, Jaffa has enchanted conquerors, pilgrims, and poets for millennia. Shai Agnon once
called her “the belle of the seas,” and from the ancient Egyptians to Richard the Lionheart to Napoleon
Bonaparte, rulers across time have vied for this coveted port city. As we wander Jaffa’s cobblestone
streets, we’ll uncover layers of history etched into stone, alleyway, and arch, from the bustling Flea
Market to the hidden courtyards and secret passageways that whisper of centuries past. Yet Jaffa is not
only a relic of history, it's alive with vibrant change. As gentrification reshapes its ancient contours, we’ll
explore how the past is woven into the present through modern design, art galleries, and urban renewal
projects like the light rail. From the Greek Market to the Maronite churches, Jaffa remains a multicultural
crossroads, an ideal launch point for our journey into Tel Aviv’s soul. Let your curiosity lead you through
its labyrinthine alleys, where every corner may reveal a treasure or tale you didn’t expect.

Register here - https://www.eventbrite.com/e/walkabout-tel-aviv-history-jaffa-belle-of-the-seas-tickets-
14586524718097aff=oddtdtcreator

Learn more about the series - https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/tel-aviv-series/

CSP

We are pleased to be a partner congregation of the Orange County Jewish Community Scholar
Program (CSP). Please join us at an upcoming program!
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The Past 100 Years of American Jewish Theology
Part 3 - Thursday, July 24, 1:00 pm ET (online)

The past century of Jewish thought and theology has undergone, for the most part, more change in style
than substance. Given the momentous events of the 1940s, that is surprising. The century from 1820 to
1920, and the rise of denominationalism in western Europe, largely established the axes of modern
Judaism along lines relating to halakhah, its authority, and its history. This series will focus on three
thinkers who refused to ignore the centrality of the divine in Judaism: Mordecai M. Kaplan, Abraham
Joshua Heschel and Arthur Green. While philosophy often explores ideas about existence and meaning
in abstract terms, theology insists on grappling directly with the reality of God. In choosing to focus on
theology, this series highlights thinkers for whom the divine was not an idea to be dissected but a
presence to be encountered.

Rabbi Shai Cherry, PhD, was on the faculties of Vanderbilt University, UCLA, and University of San
Diego before assuming the pulpit at Congregation Adath Jeshurun in Elkins Park, Pennsylvania. Shai’s
first book, Torah through Time, looked at biblical commentary as a vehicle for renewing Judaism. His
second book, Coherent Judaism, explored the relationships between Jewish theologies and Jewish
practice. In addition to Shai’s congregational tasks, he is working on his next book which will offer a 21st-
century Judaism for Diaspora Jews that reconfigures our relationships with our home country, our
homeland, and our divine covenant.

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/r20ghzhtS005PB _-QWvBIw#/registration

The Jews of Rome
Part 2 — The Long Jewish Middle Ages (550-1550) - Tuesday, July 22, 1:00 pm ET (online)
Part 3 — The Ghetto (1555-1870) - Tuesday, July 29, 1:00 pm ET (online)

Join us for a powerful three-part series exploring the extraordinary 2,000-year history of Jews in

Rome. From their earliest presence in the imperial capital to life in the medieval city and the experience of
the Ghetto, each session uncovers a different chapter of Jewish resilience, adaptation, and continuity.
Through archaeology, archival texts, and the living memory of Rome’s streets, we’ll trace the evolving
identity of one of the world’s oldest Jewish communities.

Part 2 — The Long Jewish Middle Ages (550-1550) - Although few physical traces remain, Jewish life in
medieval Rome was dynamic and well-documented. From papal bankers to thriving neighborhoods
across the Tiber, Jews maintained a strong presence in the city. This class explores how the community
evolved in a time of transformation, even as most of its synagogues vanished from view.

Part 3 — The Ghetto (1555-1870) - The creation of the Roman Ghetto marked a dark chapter in Jewish
history - but one rich in cultural complexity. Despite harsh restrictions, a unique Jewish-Roman culture
emerged behind its walls. This session examines life in the Ghetto over three centuries and the legacy
that remains even after its physical destruction.

Samuel D. Gruber, Ph.D. is an accomplished researcher, author, curator and consultant, and founder
and managing director of Gruber Heritage Global (GHG) — a cultural resources consulting firm. He
served for a decade as Research Director of the U.S. Commission for the Preservation of America’s
Heritage Abroad, for which he planned and supervised more than a dozen major countrywide cultural
heritage surveys. He was founding director of the Jewish Heritage Council of the World Monuments Fund
(WMF) for which he planned and oversaw major documentation, planning and restoration projects in
many countries. He is presently working on preservation projects in America and Europe. Gruber
received his B.A. in Medieval Studies from Princeton University and his Ph.D. in Architectural History from
Columbia University. His many publications include American Synagogues: A Century of Architecture
and Jewish Community and Synagogues. He has also co-authored Synagogues and Mass Graves Sites
in Ukraine (2005); Survey of Historic Jewish Sites in the Czech Republic (1995), Survey of Historic Jewish
Sites in Poland (1994; rev. 1995) and many scholarly and popular articles on medieval architecture,
Jewish art and architecture, and historic preservation.
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/uZeXMqg5AQr2NKUrL81VAhw#/reqgistration




Ghosts of a Holy War — The 1929 Massacre in Palestine That Ignited the Arab-Israeli Conflict
Sunday, July 27, 7:00 pm ET (online)

Join us for a powerful event with award-winning journalist Yardena Schwartz as she discusses her
compelling new book, Ghosts of a Holy War: The 1929 Massacre in Palestine That Ignited the Arab-
Israeli Conflict. Sparked by a box of century-old letters found in a Memphis attic, Schwartz uncovers the
story of a young American Jew killed in the 1929 Hebron massacre, a little-known but pivotal moment that
she argues became ground zero for a conflict still raging today. Drawing from deeply personal archival
material, wide-ranging interviews, and decades of context, Schwartz weaves a gripping and even-handed
narrative that connects the past to the present, shedding new light on the events of October 7, 2023, and
the enduring struggle for peace in the land both Israelis and Palestinians call home.

Yardena Schwartz is an award-winning journalist and Emmy-nominated producer who was based in
Israel for a decade until 2023. Her reporting has appeared in dozens of publications, including The New
York Times, Wall Street Journal, New York Review of Books, The Economist, TIME, National
Geographic and Foreign Policy. Yardena previously worked at NBC News and MSNBC. She graduated
with honors from Columbia Journalism School in 2011, received an Emmy nomination for her work at
MSNBC in 2013, and the RNA Award for Excellence in magazine reporting in 2016. Yardena now lives in
New York’s Hudson Valley with her husband and children. Ghosts of a Holy War is her first book.
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/reqgister/k9C3rkK43QCGOikpwd qgz1A#/reqgistration

COMMUNITY PARTNER PROGRAMS

Summer Screenings from Boston Jewish Film
Art Spiegelman: Disaster is My Muse - Thursday, July 24, 7:00 pm ET
(in person at the Coolidge Corner Theatre, 290 Harvard Street, Brookline)

Boston Jewish Film summer screenings return in July. Art Spiegelman: Disaster is My Muse, an
insightful documentary that delves into the life and work of Art Spiegelman, the Queens-raised artist who
revolutionized comics by exploring dark, complex themes, will be screened on July 24. Tickets are $14
each.

Art Spiegelman: Disaster is My Muse more information and tickets -
https://ticketing.bostonjfilm.org/websales/pages/info.aspx?evtinfo=498464~3a1dbf00-5ad7-4f53-af12-
28ba7bfe20f4&epguid=2fc92652-3c5a-461b-b935-094fca2613e8&mdy=7/24/2025&

Strangers and Sojourners: The Jews of Colonial Boston
Tuesday, July 29, 6:00 pm ET
(online program presented by the Wyner Family Jewish Heritage Center at American Ancestors)

The Jewish Heritage Center is hosting historian Ellen Smith, for a webinar about Boston’s earliest Jewish
history. Professor Smith will share the stories of Jews in Boston during the Colonial period, and will
explore what it meant to navigate being Jewish and becoming a Bostonian before the Revolutionary
War. Ellen Smith is Professor Emerita of Brandeis University where she was Director of the Hornstein
Jewish Professional Leadership Program and taught courses in American Jewish history, museum
studies, and visual and material culture. Trained as both a museum curator and historian, she is the
author or curator of over 30 books, including The Jews of Boston, catalogs, and museum exhibitions on
Jewish history and culture.
https://hubs.americanancestors.org/strangers-and-sojourners-the-jews-of-colonial-
boston?hs_preview=zKsfmmQG-190969575774




SHUL TOURS

If you live in the Boston area and have never seen our historic shul, or haven't visited in a while, or if you
plan to visit the area, we welcome you to see our shul in person! Tour our historic synagogue that was
built in 1909 and was added to the National Register of Historic Place in 1993. Come see our 1,109-seat
sanctuary with its painted ceiling and wall frescoes, murals and carved wood Aron Kodesh. Check out our
collection of Judaica, artwork, photos, documents, books, posters and plaques that come from our
synagogue, synagogues in Chelsea that have closed along with fraternal, social and educational
organizations from Chelsea and elsewhere in Greater Boston. Please follow the link below for more
information and to request Individual/Family or Group tours.

https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/visit/

GIVING

Please visit our Giving page to send tributes, recognize yahrzeits and make other general donations to
support the Walnut Street Synagogue. Donations can be made online or through the mail.
https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/qgiving/

YAD CHESSED
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Yad Chessed helps Jewish individuals and families who struggle with financial hardship pay their bills and
buy food. As a social services agency rooted in the Jewish values of kindness (chessed) and charity
(tzedakah), they are committed to helping those in need navigate a path toward financial stability while
preserving their privacy and dignity. They provide emergency financial assistance, grocery gift cards and
compassionate advice for those trying to make ends meet. Hundreds of families and individuals
throughout the state rely on Yad Chessed to provide for their essentials, and even at times, a Jewish
burial for a loved one. Members of our community, as well as others in the Jewish community, who need
assistance may contact Yad Chessed by phone at 781-487-2693 or by Email

at intake@yadchessed.org for a confidential conversation. Questions can be directed

to info@yadchessed.org.

Support Yad Chessed - hiips://givebutter.com/yadchessed

OUR COMMUNITY NEWS

Do you have milestones such as marriages, births, Bar and Bat Mitzvahs, special birthdays, graduations,
etc. to share with our community? If so, please submit details to central.walnutstreetshul@gmail.com to
be included in our weekly announcements. Photos are welcome!

GIVING

Please visit our Giving page to send tributes, recognize yahrzeits and make other general donations to
support the Walnut Street Synagogue. Donations can be made online or through the mail.
https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/qgiving/




VISIT US ONLINE
Website
https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/
Facebook Page - Walnut Street Synagogue
https://www.facebook.com/WalnutStreetSynagogue
Facebook Group - Jews of Chelsea, MA Then and Now
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ChelseadJews

The Walnut Street Synagogue is the center for Jewish history, education and culture serving Chelsea,
Greater Boston and beyond and is the historic home of Congregation Agudas Sholom. (added to
National Register of Historic Places in 1993)

Walnut Street Synagogue, 145 Walnut Street, PO Box 505265, Chelsea, MA 02150-5265
Contact us at: central.walnutstreetshul@gmail.com



