
 

Jewish Journeys to the Far East continues this week, 
Upcoming Programs, Shul Tours and More –  

July 7, 2025 
 

 

JEWISH JOURNEYS TO THE FAR EAST 
 
Wednesday, July 9, 7:00 pm ET (online) 

 

 
 
Join us for the fourth and final session in our series when we will visit the Jewish community in 
China.  We will learn about the long and rich history of Jewish communities in China. We will explore the 
three places with the most relevant historical presence of Jews: Kaifeng (where a community was 
established in the Middle Ages and whose descendants still live today); Harbin (where a community from 
Russia thrived around the Trans-Siberian Railway), and Shanghai (where thousands of Jews came as 
refugees during WWII). We will also learn how Jewish life is today for those who currently live in China. 
Our guide will be Pablo Faivel Levinton, a fluent Yiddish speaker who is originally from Argentina and is 
currently studying for a Master’s degree in China. He runs the popular travel YouTube channel dedicated 
to showing faraway places where there are, or have been, Jewish communities. 
Register here -  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/jewish-journeys-to-the-far-east-china-tickets-
1263091543809?aff=ebdsoporgprofile 
Learn more about the series including information about an in-person series viewing opportunity for those 
in the Chelsea, Winthrop, Revere and East Boston areas. 
https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/far-east-travel-series/ 
 

 
CSP 

 

We are pleased to be a partner congregation of the Orange County Jewish Community Scholar 
Program (CSP).   Please join us at an upcoming program!      

 



Highlights of the Rijksmuseum – Dutch Art Through the Ages 
Tuesday, July 8, 1:00 pm ET (online) 

Join us to visit the renowned Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam, where we uncover the hidden Jewish stories 
behind some of the Netherlands’ greatest artistic treasures. From Rembrandt’s powerful portraits of 
Amsterdam’s Jewish residents to other artworks reflecting Jewish life in the Dutch Golden Age, this tour 
offers a unique perspective on how Jewish history, culture, and identity are interwoven into the fabric of 
Dutch art. Discover unexpected connections, inspiring lives, and the enduring legacy of a vibrant 
community.     
Evgenia Kempinski is a professional Jewish tour guide, born and raised in St. Petersburg, Russia. With 
over fifteen years of experience guiding Jewish heritage tours in her hometown, she has developed a 
deep passion for uncovering and sharing the stories of the Jewish Diaspora. With her family she spent six 
enriching years living in Israel and now resides in Barcelona, continuing her mission to connect people 
with Jewish history and culture around the world. She is the founder of the Online Jewish Travel Club, a 
vibrant community that brings together Jews from different countries through a shared love of travel, art, 
and Jewish heritage. 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/vyaIyZtzQouA_kyhCso_vw#/registration 

 

The Museum of the Land of Israel – Layers of History in the Heart of Tel Aviv 
Tuesday, July 8, 3:00 pm ET (online)   RESCHEDULED 

In the heart of bustling north Tel Aviv lies MUZA, Eretz Israel Museum, a unique multi-disciplinary 
museum built around the historic Tel Qasile archaeological site. This tel holds special significance as the 
first archaeological site excavated in the newly formed State of Israel, with remains of ancient settlements 
dating back more than 3,000 years. When you visit today, you’ll discover a beautiful outdoor complex 
spanning large gardens, trails and ponds, complemented by archaeological exhibits including ancient 
mosaic floors, wine presses, a reconstructed flour mill, and an olive oil press. The museum features 
numerous pavilions distributed across its expansive grounds, each housing rare and important 
collections: The Glass Pavilion, the Kadman Numismatic Pavilion, the Ethnographic and Folklore Pavilion, 
the Ceramics Pavilion, the Nehushtan (copper) Pavilion, the Man and His Work Center, the Alexander 
Pavilion of Postal History and Philately, and the Rothschild Center. MUZA also functions as a vibrant 
cultural center with performance spaces, a theater, and a unique planetarium, alongside rotating 
contemporary exhibitions that create dialogue between past and present. Join us on a virtual tour through 
the site’s rich history and exciting exhibitions, and take a virtual stroll through the beautiful grounds and 
ancient remains of Tel Qasile. 
Nachliel Selavan, an expert in Tanakh, Jewish history, and museum education, holds double majors in 
Tanakh and Mass Media, an MA from the Hebrew University’s Melton School of Jewish Education, and a 
second MA in Ancient Jewish History from Yeshiva University. With extensive experience teaching in 
Israel and the US, Nachliel has captivated thousands of students through formal and informal educational 
settings. His unique approach, combines hands-on learning with museum tours, making history and art 
come alive. 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/xZRnKwM3SuCj2ofMHynL3w#/registration 

 

The Past 100 Years of American Jewish Theology 
Part 1 - Thursday, July 10, 1:00 pm ET (online) 
Part 2 - Thursday, July 17, 1:00 pm ET (online) 
Part 3 - Thursday, July 24, 1:00 pm ET (online) 

The past century of Jewish thought and theology has undergone, for the most part, more change in style 
than substance. Given the momentous events of the 1940s, that is surprising. The century from 1820 to 
1920, and the rise of denominationalism in western Europe, largely established the axes of modern 
Judaism along lines relating to halakhah, its authority, and its history. This series will focus on three 
thinkers who refused to ignore the centrality of the divine in Judaism: Mordecai M. Kaplan, Abraham 
Joshua Heschel and Arthur Green. While philosophy often explores ideas about existence and meaning 
in abstract terms, theology insists on grappling directly with the reality of God. In choosing to focus on 
theology, this series highlights thinkers for whom the divine was not an idea to be dissected but a 
presence to be encountered.   



Rabbi Shai Cherry, PhD, was on the faculties of Vanderbilt University, UCLA, and University of San 
Diego before assuming the pulpit at Congregation Adath Jeshurun in Elkins Park, Pennsylvania.  Shai’s 
first book, Torah through Time, looked at biblical commentary as a vehicle for renewing Judaism.  His 
second book, Coherent Judaism, explored the relationships between Jewish theologies and Jewish 
practice. In addition to Shai’s congregational tasks, he is working on his next book which will offer a 21st-
century Judaism for Diaspora Jews that reconfigures our relationships with our home country, our 
homeland, and our divine covenant. 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/r2qqhzhtS0O5PB_-9WvBlw#/registration 

 

But It’s a Tradition! – Adapting Fiddler on the Roof in its 60th Year 
Sunday, July 13, 1:00 pm ET (online) 

Fiddler on the Roof, the classic musical composed by Jerry Bock, with lyrics by Sheldon Harnick and 
book by Joseph Stein, has been entertaining audiences for over 60 years. In the summer of 2024, 
Regent’s Park Open Air Theatre in London celebrated this milestone with a new production, directed by 
Jordan Fein and featuring a majority Jewish cast. Adored by critics and playing to capacity crowds each 
night, the production would go on to receive a total of thirteen Olivier nominations, making it, along with 
Hamilton, the most nominated musical in the history of the awards. Join Rabbi Rose Prevezer, Fiddler on 
the Roof’s Jewish History and Culture Consultant, for a behind the scenes peek into how this much loved 
musical was adapted for the current moment. From cast to costumes, design to music, we will explore 
how the new production compares to past productions, how it succeeded in reaching different audiences, 
and how it can serve as a model for bringing authentic and increasingly diverse representations of Jewish 
culture and community to life on stage and screen. 
Rabbi Rose Prevezer is  the founding Artistic Director of LABA LDN, a house of study and culture 
laboratory which uses traditional Jewish texts to inspire the creation of art, dialogue, and community. 
Rose is also a creative producer and consultant, working with organizations and individuals across the 
arts to deepen and expand their engagement with Jewish life and culture. 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/UA-N6rxqS1uanfADP4fb6Q#/registration 

 

SHUL TOURS 

If you live in the Boston area and have never seen our historic shul, or haven't visited in a while, or if you 
plan to visit the area, we welcome you to see our shul in person!  Tour our historic synagogue that was 
built in 1909 and was added to the National Register of Historic Place in 1993.  Come see our 1,109-seat 
sanctuary with its painted ceiling and wall frescoes, murals and carved wood Aron Kodesh. Check out our 
collection of Judaica, artwork, photos, documents, books, posters and plaques that come from our 
synagogue, synagogues in Chelsea that have closed along with fraternal, social and educational 
organizations from Chelsea and elsewhere in Greater Boston.  Please follow the link below for more 
information and to request Individual/Family or Group tours. 
https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/visit/ 

GIVING 
 

Please visit our Giving page to send tributes, recognize yahrzeits and make other general donations to 
support the Walnut Street Synagogue. Donations can be made online or through the mail.  
https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/giving/  
 
 
 

YAD CHESSED 

  



Yad Chessed helps Jewish individuals and families who struggle with financial hardship pay their bills and 
buy food. As a social services agency rooted in the Jewish values of kindness (chessed) and charity 
(tzedakah), they are committed to helping those in need navigate a path toward financial stability while 
preserving their privacy and dignity.  They provide emergency financial assistance, grocery gift cards and 
compassionate advice for those trying to make ends meet. Hundreds of families and individuals 
throughout the state rely on Yad Chessed to provide for their essentials, and even at times, a Jewish 
burial for a loved one.  Members of our community, as well as others in the Jewish community, who need 
assistance may contact Yad Chessed by phone at 781-487-2693 or by Email 
at intake@yadchessed.org for a confidential conversation.  Questions can be directed 
to info@yadchessed.org. 
Support Yad Chessed  - https://givebutter.com/yadchessed 

 

OUR COMMUNITY NEWS 
Do you have milestones such as marriages, births, Bar and Bat Mitzvahs, special birthdays, graduations, 
etc. to share with our community? If so, please submit details to central.walnutstreetshul@gmail.com to 
be included in our weekly announcements.   Photos are welcome! 
 

 
 

GIVING 
 

Please visit our Giving page to send tributes, recognize yahrzeits and make other general donations to 
support the Walnut Street Synagogue. Donations can be made online or through the mail.  
https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/giving/  
 

 
VISIT US ONLINE 

Website 
https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/ 

Facebook Page - Walnut Street Synagogue 
https://www.facebook.com/WalnutStreetSynagogue 

Facebook Group - Jews of Chelsea, MA Then and Now 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ChelseaJews 

 
The Walnut Street Synagogue is the center for Jewish history, education and culture serving Chelsea, 

Greater Boston and beyond and is the historic home of Congregation Agudas Sholom.  (added to 
National Register of Historic Places in 1993) 

    

Walnut Street Synagogue, 145 Walnut Street, PO Box 505265, Chelsea, MA 02150-5265 
Contact us at: central.walnutstreetshul@gmail.com  


