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Shavuot, Shared Legacies film screening and
conversation next Sunday, Jewish Journeys to the Far
East, Upcoming Programs, Shul Tours and More —
June 1, 2025

Shavuot begins this evening!
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SHAVUOT

Shavuot Services

First Day - Monday, June 2, 9:30 am ET (in-person at Temple Tifereth Israel, 93 Veterans Road,
Winthrop)

Second Day with Yizkor - Tuesday, June 3, 9:30 am ET (in-person at Temple Tifereth Israel, 93
Veterans Road, Winthrop)

The community is invited to attend first and second day Shavuot services at Temple Tifereth Israel in
Winthrop.

SHARED LEGACIES: AMERICAN LESSONS OF
BLACK/JEWISH COOPERATION

Sunday, June 8, 1:00 pm ET (in-person at Williams School, Chelsea)

o

(photo courtesy of Menemsha Films) Kivie and Emily Kaplan with Martin Luther King Jr.
(photo courtesy of Janna Kaplan)

Join us for a screening of the film, Shared Legacies, a moving documentary about the critical historical
lessons of the Black Jewish Alliance during the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s, at the Williams
School in Chelsea. Following the film, we will have a conversation with a personal and local perspective



featuring Chelsea City Councilor Leo Robinson and Janna Kaplan from Brandeis University. Janna’s late
husband, Edward Kivie Kaplan (1942-2024) was the son of Kivie Kaplan (1904-1975), a Boston
industrialist who was deeply involved in the Jewish social action and in the Civil Rights movements. Kivie
Kaplan was elected National President of the NAACP in 1966 and served until his death in

1975. Both Kivie and Edward appear in the film. Kivie’s wife Emily was from Chelsea and her family was
affiliated with the Walnut Street Synagogue. The program is free to attend, but advance registration
is required.

Event website - https://walnutstreetsynagoque.com/shared-legacies/

Jewish Journal article (May 22) - https://jewishjournal.org/2025/05/22/chelsea-shul-to-screen-film-
about-black-jewish-
alliances/?fbclid=IwY2xjawKhY8FleHRuA2FIbQIxMQBicmIkETFtR3ZaYXBBSWpwZW1wd3ZQAR5IneqW

CMYazy90oFXokEFIMOgA76SpdGbxI9cTEHIXfp0AasOTSFTID8 T7tg aem nUxrWgNuSO0ZpEQADTYGeYw
Register here - https://www.eventbrite.com/e/shared-legacies-american-lessons-of-blackjewish-
cooperation-tickets-1353947997909?aff=oddtdtcreator

JEWISH JOURNEYS TO THE FAR EAST

Wednesday, June 11, 7:00 pm ET (online)
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Far East

Join us for the third session in our series on June 11 at 7:00 pm ET when we will visit the Jewish
community in Indonesia. We will learn about how the Jewish community in Indonesia is reemerging.
Community members are united in rediscovering their identity and developing a minhag from Sumatra to
Papua. Each of the vibrant communities have long and diverse Jewish connections with a Judaism
unique to their culture and history. Our guide will be Rabbi David Kunin, who along with his wife Shelley
and colleague Rabbi Shoshana Kaminsky, has worked with the vibrant Jewish community in Indonesia.
Register here - https://www.eventbrite.com/e/jewish-journeys-to-the-far-east-indonesia-tickets-
12630561078197aff=oddtdtcreator

Learn more about the series including information about an in-person series viewing opportunity for those
in the Chelsea, Winthrop, Revere and East Boston areas.
https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/far-east-travel-series/

CSP

We are pleased to be a partner congregation of the Orange County Jewish Community Scholar
Program (CSP). Please join us at an upcoming program!

La Belle Juive (The Beautiful Jewess) — Four Women Who Challenged Norms and Shaped
Modernity

Session 1 - Emma Lazarus, “The Jewess Who Ruined the US” - Sunday, June 8, 1:00 pm ET (online)
Session 2 - The ‘Divine’ - and Divinely Jewish - Sarah Bernhardt - Sunday, June 15, 1:00 pm ET
(online)



Session 3 - Claude Cahun - Surrealist Artist and Resistance Heroine - Sunday, June 22, 1:00 pm
ET (online)
Session 4 - Who's afraid of Virginia (and Leonard) Woolf? - Sunday, June 29, 1:00 pm ET (online)

The concept of La Belle Juive, the beautiful Jewess, originated in medieval literature and visual art,
evolving into a complex archetype that, by the late 19th and early 20th centuries, became entangled with
modern antisemitic tropes in European culture. These portrayals often depicted Jewish women as exotic,
noble, and intelligent, yet simultaneously seductive, subversive, and threatening to Western norms. In this
series, we will explore the lives of four extraordinary and creative women from this period, each with
European connections, who challenged societal expectations and helped shape the modern era, whether
Jewish, Jew-ish, or deeply intertwined with Jewish identity. Through their artistic output and personal
experiences, we will examine how their lives serve as a lens to explore urgent political and cultural
questions.

Session 1 - Emma Lazarus, “The Jewess Who Ruined the US” — ‘Give me your tired, your poor...
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free...” These words emblazoned on the Statue of Liberty and
quoted constantly when discussing America’s policies on immigration, are from a poem by Jewish writer
Emma Lazarus: “The New Colossus”. Together, we’'ll trace the poem’s journey from being considered
subversive to acclaimed by the mainstream and attacked by the alt-right, exploring how Jewish culture
can contribute to political commentary. To help us, we’ll look at the history of The Statue of Liberty and
how Lazarus’s words came to be put on its pedestal. We’'ll think about her life and her other writing in
order to unpeel the layers of the poem’s meaning and Lazarus’ intentions.

Session 2 - The ‘Divine’ - and Divinely Jewish - Sarah Bernhardt - At the same time Jew-hatred was
at its height in France as a result of the Dreyfus affair, the most popular French celebrity was a Jewish
woman. Dubbed ‘The Divine Sarah’ by her fans, French actress Sarah Bernhardt became an international
star of stage and screen, as famous for her excess and eccentricities as for her acting. In this talk we will
explore her early life and the development of her career, consider the ways she was viewed by her
contemporaries and think about the meaning behind her public declaration, in the face of intense
antisemitism, that “I am a daughter of the great Jewish race.”

Session 3 - Claude Cahun - Surrealist Artist and Resistance Heroine - Did you know that David
Bowie’s favourite artist was the Jewish Claude Cahun, a surrealist who experimented with the meaningof
gender through androgynous self-portraiture, becoming a darling of the modernist movement in 1920s
and 1930s Paris? We’'ll trace the remarkable life story of this performance artist, who was born into an
intellectual Jewish family in Nantes in 1894 and escaped to the Channel Islands, a British crown
dependency occupied by the Germans in World War Il. There she became an active anti-Nazi resistance
worker during the 1940s alongside her partner, Marcel Moore, surviving despite being sentenced to
death.

Session 4 - Who's afraid of Virginia (and Leonard) Woolf? - Author of groundbreaking novels such

as Mrs Dalloway, Orlando and To the Lighthouse, member of the Bloomsbury Group, feminist heroine,
writer of hauntingly beautiful letters, there are many reasons Virginia Woolf is one of the most lauded
literary figures of the 20th century. But how do we think about her from a Jewish perspective? “I do not
like the Jewish voice,” Virginia Stephens wrote in her diary, yet she loved Leonard Woolf, ‘my Jew’,
enough to marry him despite the prejudice of her contemporaries. Known for her casual antisemitism, she
had close Jewish friends and, after visiting Nazi Germany, published an indictment of 1930s fascism. So
should we fear, or admire, Virginia Woolf?

Dr. Aviva Dautch is the Executive Director of Jewish Renaissance, the United Kingdom'’s quarterly
Jewish arts magazine and the leading English-language Jewish cultural publication in Europe. She is an
academic in the field of Jewish literature. Her PhD received the Royal Holloway’s Reid Scholarship and a
research award from Brandeis University. She is a Fellow of the Higher Education Academy. During the
academic year 2025-2026, Aviva will be the first ever Scholar-in-Residence for the University of Oxford’s
Vera Fine Grodzinski Jewish Women'’s Voices program at the Oxford Centre for Life Writing. Aviva
frequently lectures on modern Jewish culture at the London School of Jewish Studies, JW3 Community
Centre and Limmud. She has worked as a curator, producer and educator for many of the major London
arts institutions, including the British Library, the British Museum, Bethlem Museum of the Mind, The
Royal Academy and Tate Modern. Aviva is also an award-winning poet and a regular arts broadcaster for
BBC Radio 4.

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/I8ucQqDATuqldBJIWxmKQw#/registration

The Triumph of Life — On Judaism, Covenant, and the Future of Humanity
Tuesday, June 17, 1:00 pm ET (online)



Join us for a thought-provoking one-hour online conversation facilitated by Rabbi Elie Spitz with
renowned scholar Rabbi Yitz Greenberg, exploring powerful insights from Rabbi Greenberg’s new
magnum opus, The Triumph of Life. Together, they will delve into Judaism’s evolving response to
modernity, the Holocaust, the founding of the State of Israel, and the emergence of a new era in Jewish
thought. Rabbi Greenberg will reflect on the covenantal partnership between God and humanity, the
central role of human dignity, and Judaism’s enduring call to embrace life and engage in tikkun olam—
repairing the world. This intimate dialogue offers a profound and hopeful vision of responsibility, renewal,
and the sacred work of shaping a better future.

Rabbi Irving (Yitz) Greenberg is President of the J.J. Greenberg Institute for the Advancement of Jewish
Life and Senior Scholar in Residence at Hadar. Ordained by Beth Joseph Rabbinical Seminary and
holding a PhD from Harvard, Rabbi Greenberg has been a transformative leader in Jewish life. He served
as rabbi of the Riverdale Jewish Center, chaired the Jewish Studies Department at City College, and co-
founded CLAL with Elie Wiesel to promote pluralistic Jewish learning. As founding president of the Jewish
Life Network/Steinhardt Foundation, he helped launch birthright Israel and the Partnership for Excellence
in Jewish Education. A pioneer in Holocaust education, he played a key role in creating the U.S.
Holocaust Memorial Museum and served as its chairman. Widely regarded as one of the most influential
Jewish thinkers of our time, his newest book, The Triumph of Life, presents a bold vision for a new era in
Jewish history.

Rabbi Elie Kaplan Spitz, a spiritual leader and scholar specializing in topics of spirituality and Judaism,
teaches, writes and speaks to a wide range of audiences. He served as the rabbi of Congregation B’nai
Israel in Tustin, California, for over three decades and served as member of the Rabbinical Assembly
Committee on Law and Standards for twenty years. Rabbi Spitz is author of Duets on Psalms: Drawing
New Meaning from Ancient Words, co-authored with Rabbi Jack Riemer, Healing from Despair: Choosing
Wholeness in a Broken World, Does the Soul Survive? A Jewish Journey to Belief in Afterlife, Past Lives
& Living with Purpose and Increasing Wholeness: Jewish Wisdom and Guided Meditations to Strengthen
and Calm Body, Heart, Mind and Spirit (all Jewish Lights), and many articles dealing with spirituality and
Jewish law. Rabbi Spitz contributed an essay in honor of his grandfather in Menachem Rosensaft’s God,
Faith & Identity from the Ashes.
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/DgYYd-WLTUC|-BXzbrJHDA#/registration

SHUL TOURS

If you live in the Boston area and have never seen our historic shul, or haven't visited in a while, or if you
plan to visit the area, we welcome you to see our shul in person! Tour our historic synagogue that was
built in 1909 and was added to the National Register of Historic Place in 1993. Come see our 1,109-seat
sanctuary with its painted ceiling and wall frescoes, murals and carved wood Aron Kodesh. Check out our
collection of Judaica, artwork, photos, documents, books, posters and plaques that come from our
synagogue, synagogues in Chelsea that have closed along with fraternal, social and educational
organizations from Chelsea and elsewhere in Greater Boston. Please follow the link below for more
information and to request Individual/Family or Group tours.

https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/visit/

GIVING

Please visit our Giving page to send tributes, recognize yahrzeits and make other general donations to
support the Walnut Street Synagogue. Donations can be made online or through the mail.
https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/giving/

YAD CHESSED

) yad "

Yad Chessed helps Jewish individuals and families who struggle with financial hardship pay their bills and
buy food. As a social services agency rooted in the Jewish values of kindness (chessed) and charity
(tzedakah), they are committed to helping those in need navigate a path toward financial stability while




preserving their privacy and dignity. They provide emergency financial assistance, grocery gift cards and
compassionate advice for those trying to make ends meet. Hundreds of families and individuals
throughout the state rely on Yad Chessed to provide for their essentials, and even at times, a Jewish
burial for a loved one. Members of our community, as well as others in the Jewish community, who need
assistance may contact Yad Chessed by phone at 781-487-2693 or by Email

at intake@yadchessed.org for a confidential conversation. Questions can be directed

to info@yadchessed.org.

Support Yad Chessed - hiips://givebutter.com/yadchessed

OUR COMMUNITY NEWS

Do you have milestones such as marriages, births, Bar and Bat Mitzvahs, special birthdays, graduations,
etc. to share with our community? If so, please submit details to central.walnutstreetshul@gmail.com to
be included in our weekly announcements. Photos are welcome!

GIVING

Please visit our Giving page to send tributes, recognize yahrzeits and make other general donations to
support the Walnut Street Synagogue. Donations can be made online or through the mail.
https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/giving/

VISIT US ONLINE

Website
https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/
Facebook Page - Walnut Street Synagogue
https://www.facebook.com/WalnutStreetSynagogue
Facebook Group - Jews of Chelsea, MA Then and Now
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ChelsealJews

The Walnut Street Synagogue is the center for Jewish history, education and culture serving Chelsea,
Greater Boston and beyond and is the historic home of Congregation Agudas Sholom. (added to
National Register of Historic Places in 1993)

Walnut Street Synagogue, 145 Walnut Street, PO Box 505265, Chelsea, MA 02150-5265
Contact us at: central.walnutstreetshul@gmail.com



