
 

Jewish Journeys to the Far East, Upcoming Programs 
and More – March 17, 2025 

 

 

JEWISH JOURNEYS TO THE FAR EAST 
 
Our new live virtual travel series, Jewish Journeys to the Far East, begins in April. 

 

 
 

Join us for the first session in our series on April 9 at 7:00 pm ET when we will visit the Jewish community 
in South Korea. We will learn about how Jews have been residing in Korea since the 1950s due to the 
presence of American soldiers and since the beginning of this century, South Korea has grown into a 
popular global destination for business, education and travel.  Our guide, Anna Jo, is the co-founder of 
Hakehillah Korea.  She arrived in South Korea in 2010 and is among the first generation of Jews in South 
Korea to make real Jewish history and community there.   
Register here - https://www.eventbrite.com/e/jewish-journeys-to-the-far-east-south-korea-tickets-
1262822458969?aff=ebdsoporgprofile 
Learn more about the series including information about an in-person series viewing opportunity for those 
in the Chelsea, Winthrop, Revere and East Boston areas. 
https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/far-east-travel-series/ 

 
 

CSP 
 

We are pleased to be a partner congregation of the Orange County Jewish Community Scholar 
Program (CSP).   Please join us at an upcoming program!      

 
 
Inside the New National Library of Israel: A Virtual Exploration 
Tuesday, March 18, 1:00 pm ET (online) 

Gila Levitan takes us behind the scenes of the extraordinary new National Library of Israel, which opened 
in October 2023 near the Knesset in Jerusalem. Designed by Herzog & de Meuron, this 45,000-square-
meter landmark redefines the library experience with cutting-edge facilities for exhibitions, research, and 



cultural events. Discover its vast collections—millions of books, photographs, and manuscripts—
preserved in a secure, sustainable space that fosters knowledge and cultural engagement for future 
generations. 
Originally from Sydney, Australia, Gila Levitan moved to Israel 20 years ago. In Australia, she was 
involved in Zionist Youth movements and spent a year in Israel between high school and university which 
helped build the foundations for her love and support of this unique little country. After moving to Israel in 
2005, she pursued her career in Physiotherapy, eventually deciding to become a licensed tour guide and 
pursue her passion for exploring and traveling around Israel. Gila is very curious and likes to know all the 
little details, which may be why she loved working in research, but she also loves people and being a 
guide enables her to teach people about a place that she loves and helps them on their own path of 
discovery about all the treasures that Israel has to offer. Gila is in the top 10 on TripAdvisor and was 
awarded the TripAdvisor Certificate of Excellence four years in a row. Gila was our guide on our most 
recent Israel adventure, and we’re excited to have her back! 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/0cmZ49xqQrOCPmksBBLO1g#/registration 

 

 
The Second World War – From Global Conquest to a New World Order 
Session 4 – On to Berlin: Iwo, Okinawa, and a Mushroom Cloud - Sunday, March 23, 7:00 pm ET 
(online) 
Join us for a new four-part series with Professor Stephen Berk, following his February series on World 
War I, as we delve into the transformative impact of World War II. This conflict not only accelerated the 
changes sparked by the Great War but also reshaped the global order, marking the end of imperialism, 
the rise of two superpowers, and the dawn of the nuclear age. Each session will focus on a critical phase 
of the war. 
Stephen M. Berk, who served as CSP’s 10th Annual One Month Scholar in Residence in February 2011, 
is Professor of History at Union College in Schenectady, New York, former Chair of the Department of 
History, Director of the Program in Russian and Eastern European Studies and Faculty Advisor to the 
Jewish Student Organization. He is the author of Year of Crisis, Year of Hope: Russian Jewry and the 
Pogroms of 1881-1882 (Greenwood Press, 1985). He is currently writing a book titled  Our People Are 
Your People: American Jewry and the Struggle for Civil Rights 1954-1965. The book provides an 
interesting discussion of an extremely important chapter in the history of the civil rights movement and 
attempts to dispel the myths and misunderstandings surrounding the Black-Jewish relationship. A 
recipient of the Citizens Laureate Award of the University of Albany Foundation, Professor Berk has been 
a consultant to the Wiesenthal Holocaust Center in Los Angeles, has written articles on Russian and 
Jewish history, antisemitism, and the Middle East and has lectured on throughout the United States and 
Canada including such distinguished colleges and universities as Princeton, Vanderbilt, The University of 
Texas at Austin and Williams College. 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwof-yrqTkjHdOKwp124ucJAYiPI_OpbzNX#/registration 
 
 
 
Translating the Bible – How, Who & Why 
Session 2 – The Septuagint: Is Translation Divinely Aided or a National Curse? - Thursday, March 
20, 3:30 pm ET (online) 
Session 3 – The Targums: When is a Translation Not a Translation? - Thursday, March 27, 3:30 pm 
ET (online) 

Join Rabba Dr. Lindsey Taylor-Guthartz for a fascinating three-part series exploring how Jews have 
translated and transmitted the Tanakh through the ages. From the Dead Sea Scrolls to the Septuagint 
(the 2,000-year-old Greek translation by Jews in Egypt) and the Targums (the Aramaic “translations” that 
influenced Rashi and merge into midrash), we’ll uncover the complex history of how the Hebrew text 
reached us and examine why translation matters.  Don’t miss this journey through the history, complexity, 
and significance of Tanakh translation!  
Rabba Dr. Lindsey Taylor-Guthartz obtained her PhD from University College London in Jewish Studies 
and Anthropology, her MA from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem in Prehistory, and her BA from 
Cambridge University in Archaeology and Anthropology). In 2021 she received Orthodox rabbinic 
ordination from Yeshivat Maharat in New York.  She has also participated in the Cambridge Senior Faith 
Leadership Program and held a Susi Bradfield Women Educators Fellowship. She is a Teaching 
Associate at Cambridge University, an Honorary Research Fellow at the Centre for Jewish Studies, 
Manchester University, and a lecturer and Research Fellow at London School of Jewish Studies. She is 



currently writing her second book, on the history and development of Limmud. Her first, published in 2021 
by the Littman Library of Jewish Civilization, was Challenge and Conformity: The Religious Lives of 
Orthodox Jewish Women. In 2019 she founded the Pop-Up Beit Midrash, and more recently, she was one 
of the three founders of Azara, a cross-denominational Beit Midrash providing Jewish learning in the 
United Kingdom. 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/NRU0AMAhTOGFruCwUpCIaQ#/registration 

 

COMMUNITY PARTNER PROGRAMS  
Albert Einstein: The Father of Israel’s Academic Excellence 
Thursday, March 20, 7:30 pm ET (online program presented by the Lappin Foundation) 

Join the Lappin Foundation for a presentation about Albert Einstein’s connection with Zionism and his 
invaluable contribution to Israel’s academic prowess. The program is free and everyone is 
welcome. Aharoni Aronoff was Israel’s Consul General to New York, serving from 2010 through 2016, 
and he is currently serving as a Global Distinguished Professor of Business at Touro University.  The 
program is free and everyone is welcome. This program is made possible with a generous grant from the 
Dr. David M. Milch Foundation. 
https://lappinfoundation.tfaforms.net/194 

 

 

COMMUNITY PARTNER PROGRAMS FOR TEENS 
Teens Feed 
Tuesday, March 18, 6:00 pm EST (in person at Congregation Shirat Hayam, 55 Atlantic Ave., 
Swampscott) 

Jewish teens in grades 7-12 are invited to participate in the mitzvah of caring for the stranger by 
preparing meals for Lifebridge North Shore.  Teens learn about the connection between Judaism and 
social justice while contributing to the well-being of our community.  Dinner will be served to teen 
volunteers.  Sponsored by the Lappin Foundation 
Teens Feed flyer - https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Teen-Feed-Flyer.pdf 
Register here - https://lappinfoundation.tfaforms.net/138 

 
 

GIVING 
 

Please visit our Giving page to send tributes, recognize yahrzeits and make other general donations to 
support the Walnut Street Synagogue. Donations can be made online or through the mail.  
https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/giving/  
 

 

YAD CHESSED 

  

Yad Chessed helps Jewish individuals and families who struggle with financial hardship pay their bills and 
buy food. As a social services agency rooted in the Jewish values of kindness (chessed) and charity 
(tzedakah), they are committed to helping those in need navigate a path toward financial stability while 
preserving their privacy and dignity.  They provide emergency financial assistance, grocery gift cards and 
compassionate advice for those trying to make ends meet. Hundreds of families and individuals 
throughout the state rely on Yad Chessed to provide for their essentials, and even at times, a Jewish 



burial for a loved one.  Members of our community, as well as others in the Jewish community, who need 
assistance may contact Yad Chessed by phone at 781-487-2693 or by Email 
at intake@yadchessed.org for a confidential conversation.  Questions can be directed 
to info@yadchessed.org. 
Support Yad Chessed  - https://givebutter.com/yadchessed 
 

 

OUR COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

Do you have milestones such as marriages, births, Bar and Bat Mitzvahs, special birthdays, graduations, 
etc. to share with our community? If so, please submit details to central.walnutstreetshul@gmail.com to 
be included in our weekly announcements.   Photos are welcome! 

 
 

GIVING 
 

Please visit our Giving page to send tributes, recognize yahrzeits and make other general donations to 
support the Walnut Street Synagogue. Donations can be made online or through the mail.  
https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/giving/  
 
 

 

VISIT US ONLINE 
Website 

https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/ 
Facebook Page - Walnut Street Synagogue 

https://www.facebook.com/WalnutStreetSynagogue 
Facebook Group - Jews of Chelsea, MA Then and Now 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/ChelseaJews 
 

The Walnut Street Synagogue is the center for Jewish history, education and culture serving Chelsea, 
Greater Boston and beyond and is the historic home of Congregation Agudas Sholom.  (added to 

National Register of Historic Places in 1993) 

    

Walnut Street Synagogue, 145 Walnut Street, PO Box 505265, Chelsea, MA 02150-5265 
Contact us at: central.walnutstreetshul@gmail.com  


