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FOUR LESSER KNOWN AMERICAN JEWISH COMMUNITIES

Our new live virtual travel series, Four Lesser Known American Jewish Communities, returns on February
19.
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Join us for the fourth session in our series on Wednesday, February 15 at 7:00 pm

EST when will continue to enjoy some warmth and travel east to Puerto Rico! We will learn how a few
families in Ceiba, connected by shared customs and a profound spiritual bond to Torah, came together to
reclaim their Jewish identity. This effort laid the foundation for a thriving Anusim community dedicated to
self-education and a deep passion for Jewish learning. Our guide, Ernesto Rivera Pardo, returned to his
native island to continue his dedication as the leader of Abraham Shalom Synagogue in Ceiba. Ernesto’s
journey reflects a profound commitment to preserving and celebrating Jewish heritage, and his efforts are
making a significant impact on the cultural and spiritual landscape of Puerto Rico. Register here -
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/four-lesser-known-american-jewish-communities-puerto-rico-tickets-
10626918128197aff=oddtdtcreator

Learn more about the series here - walnutstreetsynagogue.com/u-s-travel-series

CALIFORNIA WILDFIRE RELIEF

Our thoughts are with those who have suffered from the devastating wildfires in the Los Angeles

area. The Jewish Federation Los Angeles has created the Wildfire Crisis Relief Fund to support those

impacted by the catastrophic events. All funds received will be directed to providing essential assistance

to Jewish communities and others in need.

More information and donate online here - https://www.jewishla.org/wildfire-crisis-

relief/?utm campaign=Bi-weekly%20Community%20Email&utm medium=email& hsenc=p2ANqtz-
VwWWbS kr pXMi2yuf70OVYZyphzgR-5C0p-3 nUZAsI4EYrpcFZHtO-G-

PBKO95iadOBeS43EFRIGmMOmfuV8qgxlZXcBg-T4U-

ribFUgazkd4 mbro& hsmi=341952241&utm content=341952241&utm_ source=hs email

CSP

We are pleased to be a partner congregation of the Orange County Jewish Community Scholar
Program (CSP). Please join us at an upcoming program!



Archaeology of the Holy Land — A Journey Through Time and Excavation

Session 10 — Hasmonean Period: Jerusalem and Qumran - Monday, February 3, 1:00 pm EST
(online)

Session 11 — Qumran Detailed Study - Wednesday, February 5, 1:00 pm EST (online)

Session 12 — The Early Roman (Herodian) Period: Historical Overview - Friday, February 7, 1:00 pm
EST (online)

Session 13 — Herodian Period: Development of Jerusalem - Monday, February 10, 1:00 pm EST
(online)

Join Professor Jodi Magness, a renowned archaeologist and Kenan Distinguished Professor at the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, in a fascinating lecture series exploring the rich history of the
Holy Land from 586 BCE to 640 CE. This course covers pivotal events from the rise of Jerusalem under
King David to the Muslim conquest, including the Hasmonean revolt, the grandeur of Herod’s palaces,
and the Roman siege of Masada. Participants will gain deep insights into archaeological methods,
discover significant tombs and burial practices, and explore how ancient texts shape our understanding of
the past. Professor Magness brings her extensive expertise, as demonstrated in her award-winning books
and numerous excavations in Israel, to provide a comprehensive view of how ancient Jews lived,
worshiped, and interacted with surrounding empires. This program is fully funded by a grant from the
Jewish Community Foundation Orange County.

Session 10 — Hasmonean Period: Jerusalem and Qumran — Covers the expansion and fortification of
Jerusalem as the Hasmonean capital,

and explore the archaeological site of Qumran, where the Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered.

Session 11 — Qumran Detailed Study — Take a detailed look at the settlement of Qumran, examining
the life of the Essenes and the significance of the Dead Sea Scrolls both historically and theologically.
Session 12 — The Early Roman (Herodian) Period: Historical Overview — Survey the period from the
Roman annexation of the Hasmonean kingdom to the First Jewish Revolt, highlighting the reign of Herod
the Great and the architectural, political, and cultural transformations under Roman rule.

Session 13 — Herodian Period: Development of Jerusalem - Delve into Herod’s ambitious architectural
projects, including the massive reconstruction of the Second Temple and other significant infrastructural
developments in Jerusalem.
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/reqister/tZYpceghqjwtHIRrCRIits7dTFWLJ2B1JsCqgYv#/reqistration

The Great War — How World War | Shaped the Modern World

Session 2 — Verdun and the Somme - Sunday, February 9, 1:00 pm EST (online)

Session 3 — Lenin Comes to Power and the Yanks Are Coming - Sunday, February 16, 1:00 pm EST
(online)

Session 4 — Germany Rolls the Dice - Sunday, February 23, 1:00 pm EST (online)

Join us for an exclusive CSP four-part series with Professor Stephen M. Berk as we delve into the
transformative impact of World War | — The Great War. This seminal event of the 20th century reshaped
nations, ideologies, and societies, influencing everything from the rise of Lenin, Mussolini, and Hitler to
the global movements for decolonization, women’s rights, and American isolationism. Each session will
focus on a pivotal aspect of the war. A distinguished historian and CSP’s 10th Annual Scholar in
Residence, Professor Berk brings unparalleled insight and expertise to this exploration of history that
continues to shape our world.

Session 2 — Verdun and the Somme — We will examine battles that epitomize the horror of war.
Session 3 — Lenin Comes to Power and the Yanks Are Coming - We will look at revealing
revolutionary changes and American involvement.

Session 4 — Germany Rolls the Dice - We will examine the diplomacy of war and peace.

Stephen M. Berk, who served as CSP’s 10th Annual One Month Scholar in Residence in February 2011,
is Professor of History at Union College in Schenectady, New York, former Chair of the Department of



History, Director of the Program in Russian and Eastern European Studies and Faculty Advisor to the
Jewish Student Organization. He is the author of Year of Crisis, Year of Hope: Russian Jewry and the
Pogroms of 1881-1882 (Greenwood Press, 1985). He is currently writing a book titled Our People Are
Your People: American Jewry and the Struggle for Civil Rights 1954-1965. The book provides an
interesting discussion of an extremely important chapter in the history of the civil rights movement and
attempts to dispel the myths and misunderstandings surrounding the Black-Jewish relationship. A
recipient of the Citizens Laureate Award of the University of Albany Foundation, Professor Berk has been
a consultant to the Wiesenthal Holocaust Center in Los Angeles, has written articles on Russian and
Jewish history, antisemitism, and the Middle East and has lectured on throughout the United States and
Canada including such distinguished colleges and universities as Princeton, Vanderbilt, The University of
Texas at Austin and Williams College.
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/reqister/tZEqc-2grz8iGNG7Taf4gGE2REgRctsmaT Q#/reqistration

COMMUNITY PARTNER PROGRAMS

Israel Update
Thursday, February 20, 7:30 pm EST (online program presented by the Lappin Foundation)

Join the Lappin Foundation for an Israel update with Ido Aharoni Aronoff who will share his insights about
the war with Hamas, regional dynamics and opportunities and challenges that lie ahead. Aharoni Aronoff
was Israel’s Consul General to New York, serving from 2010 through 2016, and he is currently serving as
a Global Distinguished Professor of Business at Touro University.
https://lappinfoundation.tfaforms.net/222

COMMUNITY PARTNER PROGRAMS FOR TEENS

Teens Feed
Tuesday, February 12, 6:00 pm EST (in person at Temple Emanu-El, 393 Atlantic Ave., Marblehead)

Jewish teens in grades 7-12 are invited to participate in the mitzvah of caring for the stranger by
preparing meals for Lifebridge North Shore. Teens learn about the connection between Judaism and
social justice while contributing to the well-being of our community. Dinner will be served to teen
volunteers. Sponsored by the Lappin Foundation

Teens Feed flyer - https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Teen-Feed-Flyer.pdf
Register here - hitps://lappinfoundation.tfaforms.net/137

CHARITABLE RECEIPTS

Thank you to all of our generous donors during 2024! We have now sent receipts to acknowledge all
donations made during the year. Some receipts were sent by Email while others were sent through the
USPS based on donor preferences we had on file. If you have not yet received a receipt, please contact
us at central.walnutstreetshul@gmail.com.

GIVING

Please visit our Giving page to send tributes, recognize yahrzeits and make other general donations to
support the Walnut Street Synagogue. Donations can be made online or through the mail.
https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/giving/

YAD CHESSED
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Yad Chessed helps Jewish individuals and families who struggle with financial hardship pay their bills and
buy food. As a social services agency rooted in the Jewish values of kindness (chessed) and charity
(tzedakah), they are committed to helping those in need navigate a path toward financial stability while
preserving their privacy and dignity. They provide emergency financial assistance, grocery gift cards and
compassionate advice for those trying to make ends meet. Hundreds of families and individuals
throughout the state rely on Yad Chessed to provide for their essentials, and even at times, a Jewish
burial for a loved one. Members of our community, as well as others in the Jewish community, who need
assistance may contact Yad Chessed by phone at 781-487-2693 or by Email

at intake@yadchessed.org for a confidential conversation. Questions can be directed

to info@yadchessed.org.

Support Yad Chessed - hiips://givebutter.com/yadchessed

OUR COMMUNITY NEWS

Do you have milestones such as marriages, births, Bar and Bat Mitzvahs, special birthdays, graduations,
etc. to share with our community? If so, please submit details to central.walnutstreetshul@gmail.com to
be included in our weekly announcements. Photos are welcome!

GIVING

Please visit our Giving page to send tributes, recognize yahrzeits and make other general donations to
support the Walnut Street Synagogue. Donations can be made online or through the mail.
https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/giving/

VISIT US ONLINE

Website
https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/
Facebook Page - Walnut Street Synagogue
https://www.facebook.com/WalnutStreetSynagogue
Facebook Group - Jews of Chelsea, MA Then and Now
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ChelseaJews

The Walnut Street Synagogue is the center for Jewish history, education and culture serving Chelsea,
Greater Boston and beyond and is the historic home of Congregation Agudas Sholom. (added to
National Register of Historic Places in 1993)

Walnut Street Synagogue, 145 Walnut Street, PO Box 505265, Chelsea, MA 02150-5265
Contact us at: central.walnutstreetshul@gmail.com



