
 

Travel Series Returns Wednesday, California Wildfire 
Relief, Upcoming Programs and More - 

January 13, 2025 
 

 

 
FOUR LESSER KNOWN AMERICAN JEWISH COMMUNITIES 

 
Our new live virtual travel series, Four Lesser Known American Jewish Communities, returns next week.  

 

 
 

Join us for the third session in our series on Wednesday, January 15 at 7:00 pm EST when we 
will when we will head to the warmth of Hawaii.  Jews were first mentioned in Hawaii in 1798, with notable 
early sugar plantations and commercial activity, and King Kalakaua’s German Jewish Attorney-General. 
Dating back to the pre-World War I era, many Jewish military have served in Hawaii, but until after World 
War II no formal organization survived. Temple Emanu-El was organized in 1950 by a vibrant Jewish 
legal and commercial community.   We will be guided by Larry Seth Steinberg who oversees its historic 
records, the personal Sefer Torah of King Kalakaua, and a Prestice (Czech) Holocaust Scroll for the 
Levinson Hawaii-Jewish Archive.   
Register here - https://www.eventbrite.com/e/four-lesser-known-american-jewish-communities-hawaii-
tickets-1061815451599?aff=oddtdtcreator 
Learn more about the series here - walnutstreetsynagogue.com/u-s-travel-series 

 
 
 

CALIFORNIA WILDFIRE RELIEF 
 

Our thoughts are with those who have suffered from the devastating wildfires in the Los Angeles 
area.  The Jewish Federation Los Angeles has created the Wildfire Crisis Relief Fund to support those 
impacted by the catastrophic events.  All funds received will be directed to providing essential assistance 
to Jewish communities and others in need.     
More information and donate online here - https://www.jewishla.org/wildfire-crisis-
relief/?utm_campaign=Bi-weekly%20Community%20Email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-
_VwWbS_kr_pXMi2yuf7OVYZyphzgR-5C0p-3_nUZAsI4EYrpcFZHtO-G-
PBKO95iadOBeS43EFRIGmOmfuV8qxIZXcBq-T4U-
ri6FUgazkJ4_m5ro&_hsmi=341952241&utm_content=341952241&utm_source=hs_email 
  

 
 

CSP 
 

We are pleased to be a partner congregation of the Orange County Jewish Community Scholar 
Program (CSP).   Please join us at an upcoming program!      



 
 
From Hannover to JTS – A Legacy of Rabbinic Vision 
featuring Dr. Ismar Schorsch in conversation with Rabbi Elie Spitz 
Monday, January 13, 1:00 pm EST (online) 
 
Join us for a special conversation with Dr. Ismar Schorsch, chancellor emeritus of the Jewish Theological 
Seminary (JTS) and a distinguished scholar of Jewish history, as he reflects on his personal and 
professional journey. In this intimate program, Dr. Schorsch will explore his father Rabbi Emil Schorsch’s 
experience as a rabbi in pre-war Germany, his family’s life-altering decision to leave for America following 
Kristallnacht, and the profound impact of these formative years. We will delve into topics such as the 
influence of the Breslau Seminary, the challenges of assimilation in Hamburg, and the spiritual and 
intellectual legacy passed from father to son. Dr. Schorsch will also share insights from his own 
scholarship, including his work on Leopold Zunz and reflections on his 20 years as JTS chancellor, 
offering words of wisdom and encouragement for the future of American Jewry. Don’t miss this unique 
opportunity to engage with one of the foremost voices in Jewish academia and leadership.   
Dr. Ismar Schorsch is chancellor emeritus of JTS and the Rabbi Herman Abramovitz Distinguished 
Service Professor of Jewish History.  A renowned scholar and leader, Dr. Schorsch served as JTS 
chancellor for 20 years, advancing Conservative Judaism as a dynamic expression of Rabbinic tradition 
and elevating JTS’s global impact. His leadership included the creation of the William Davidson Graduate 
School of Jewish Education, the expansion of the Schechter Institute in Jerusalem, and the founding of 
the Solomon Schechter High School of New York. He championed Jewish education, equality in Israel, 
and modern Jewish scholarship, receiving honors such as the Moses Mendelssohn Prize and honorary 
degrees from Tufts University and the Russian State University for the Humanities. An advocate for public 
issues like religious pluralism, environmental ethics, and healthcare reform, Dr. Schorsch’s influence 
extended far beyond academia. Since retiring in 2006, he has returned to scholarship, with works 
like Leopold Zunz: Creativity in Adversity and Canon Without Closure. Ordained at JTS in 1962, he holds 
advanced degrees from JTS and Columbia University, where he earned his PhD in Jewish History.  
Rabbi Elie Kaplan Spitz, a spiritual leader and scholar specializing in topics of spirituality and Judaism, 
teaches, writes and speaks to a wide range of audiences. He served as the rabbi of Congregation B’nai 
Israel in Tustin, California, for over three decades and served as member of the Rabbinical Assembly 
Committee on Law and Standards for twenty years. Rabbi Spitz is author of Duets on Psalms: Drawing 
New Meaning from Ancient Words, co-authored with Rabbi Jack Riemer, Healing from Despair: Choosing 
Wholeness in a Broken World, Does the Soul Survive? A Jewish Journey to Belief in Afterlife, Past Lives 
& Living with Purpose and Increasing Wholeness: Jewish Wisdom and Guided Meditations to Strengthen 
and Calm Body, Heart, Mind and Spirit (all Jewish Lights) and many articles dealing with spirituality and 
Jewish law. Rabbi Spitz spent the past 17 months teaching the Psalms with half-hour presentations for 
each Psalm (recently completing all 150 Psalms!). 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYoduGurzkiE9zVRUKL0Z-ULKrk1KukqpMj#/registration 
 
 
 
Unearthing the Past – A Behind-the-Scenes Virtual Tour of Jerusalem’s New Archaeology Campus 
Wednesday, January 15, 1:00 pm EST (online) 
 
Join CSP for an exclusive virtual one-hour “sneak peek” tour of the National Campus for the Archaeology 
of Israel, the Israel Antiquities Authority’s innovative new center that is opening next year to the general 
public. Designed by world-renowned architect Moshe Safdie, this remarkable facility is more than a 
museum—it’s a dynamic workspace where visitors can witness the archaeological process unfold. While 
the top floor showcases five mosaics never before displayed publicly including the famous Ein Gedi 
mosaic, the real magic happens behind the scenes. Visitors are offered a rare glimpse into labs where 
artifacts are excavated, cleaned, restored, and preserved before being revealed to the public. The 
campus itself is a masterpiece, designed to mirror an archaeological dig, with its entrance on a shaded 
rooftop and levels descending like strata. Located next to the Israel Museum and the Bible Lands 



Museum, the center also boasts the largest archaeological library in the Middle East and breathtaking 
views of Jerusalem. Guided by Nachliel Selavan, this tour promises an extraordinary exploration of 
ancient treasures and cutting-edge archaeological work. Don’t miss this opportunity to uncover Israel’s 
rich history in a whole new way! 
Nachliel Selavan, an expert in Tanakh, Jewish history, and museum education, holds double majors in 
Tanakh and Mass Media, an MA from the Hebrew University’s Melton School of Jewish Education, and a 
second MA in Ancient Jewish History from Yeshiva University. With extensive experience teaching in 
Israel and the U.S., Nachliel has captivated thousands of students through formal and informal 
educational settings. His unique approach, sTOURytelling™, combines hands-on learning with museum 
tours, making history and art come alive. Currently residing in Israel, Nachliel continues to guide museum 
tours across the U.S., Europe, and Israel, including the Israel Museum. His tours cover diverse and 
intriguing topics, making each experience memorable and educational. Born and raised in Jerusalem’s 
Old City, he brings a rich family history and a deep connection to Israel. 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwkceCrpzojGtOZKZE386QPTQf8QbGIghPg#/registration 
 
 
 
Into the Heart of Ashkenaz 
Thursday, January 16, 1:00 pm EST (online) 
 
Most North American Jews identify as Ashkenazim, tracing their family roots to Eastern Europe (today’s 
Poland, Lithuania, Ukraine, Belarus, and Russia). Yet the term Ashkenaz originally referred to a different 
area altogether, the Rhineland region in Germany. At its heart were the ShUM Cities of Speyer, Worms, 
and Mainz, which for centuries formed the vibrant epicenter of Jewish life in Europe. Despite enduring 
waves of violence, including the Crusades and the Black Death, these communities thrived and 
profoundly shaped Jewish culture and thought. While Jewish life in these cities is now small, their 
historical impact remains monumental. Join renowned tour educator Mike Hollander as he examines the 
incredible rise and fall of these communities and their lasting legacy. With over 25 years of experience 
leading journeys to Jewish heritage sites, Mike most recently guided CSP’s November 2024 trip to 
Germany, where we explored the ShUM Cities firsthand. Don’t miss this opportunity to delve into the 
history of the original Ashkenaz with the guide who brought it to life for us! 
Mike Hollander, a seasoned tour educator and historian, has dedicated over 30 years to leading 
engaging journeys across Israel and Jewish destinations in Europe. Born in Canada, Mike earned a BA in 
History from York University and later pursued a master’s degree in Middle Eastern Studies at Tel Aviv 
University. He made Aliyah in 1988. After qualifying as a licensed tour guide in 1994, Mike began his 
career educating individuals and groups of all ages, from families to interfaith clergy. He served as an 
educational emissary for the Federation of Zionist Youth in the U.K., planning impactful programs for 
thousands of young participants. In 2008, he earned a master’s degree in Jewish-Christian Relations and 
expanded his expertise to Jewish heritage tours in Europe. 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUrc-2sqjMoG9V9vJ44jZwKuXHRZExlg2VF#/registration 
 
 
 
Images Of A People – Jews in Art  The Archaeology of the Holy Land 
Session 4 – Jerusalem in the Iron Age - Monday, January 20, 1:00 pm EST (online) 
Session 5 – The Persian Period in Jerusalem - Wednesday, January 22, 1:00 pm EST (online) 
Session 6 – The Early Hellenistic Period: Changes Post-Alexander the Great - Friday, January 24, 
1:00 pm EST (online) 
Session 7 – Hellenistic Period: Wadi Daliyeh, Samaria, Jerusalem - Monday, January 27, 1:00 pm 
EST (online) 
Session 8 – Hellenistic Period: Iraq el-Emir, Marisa, Dor - Wednesday, January 29, 1:00 pm EST 
(online) 
Session 9 – The Late Hellenistic (Hasmonean) Period in Jerusalem - Friday, January 31, 1:00 pm 
EST (online) 
 
Join Prof. Jodi Magness, a renowned archaeologist and Kenan Distinguished Professor at the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, in a fascinating lecture series exploring the rich history of the Holy Land 
from 586 BCE to 640 CE. This course covers pivotal events from the rise of Jerusalem under King David 
to the Muslim conquest, including the Hasmonean revolt, the grandeur of Herod’s palaces, and the 
Roman siege of Masada. Participants will gain deep insights into archaeological methods, discover 
significant tombs and burial practices, and explore how ancient texts shape our understanding of the past. 
Prof. Magness brings her extensive expertise, as demonstrated in her award-winning books and 



numerous excavations in Israel, to provide a comprehensive view of how ancient Jews lived, worshiped, 
and interacted with surrounding empires.  This program is fully funded by a grant from the Jewish 
Community Foundation Orange County. 
Session 4 – Jerusalem in the Iron Age - Focus on Jerusalem during the Iron Age, often referred to as 
“biblical Jerusalem.” Special attention will be given to the reigns of David and Solomon, the city’s complex 
water systems, and the impact of the Babylonian destruction in 586 BCE. 
Session 5 – The Persian Period in Jerusalem - Examine the period of Jerusalem’s resettlement under 
Persian rule, led by figures like Ezra and Nehemiah. Discussion will include the construction and 
significance of the Second Temple and the socio-political changes during this era. 
Session 6 – The Early Hellenistic Period: Changes Post-Alexander the Great - Analyze the profound 
changes across the Eastern Mediterranean following Alexander the Great’s conquests, focusing on the 
Hellenistic influence on local cultures, including the Jewish community. 
Session 7 – Hellenistic Period: Wadi Daliyeh, Samaria, Jerusalem - Examine the archaeological 
remains found in Jerusalem and Samaria that shed light on the Hellenistic period’s impact on these 
regions, exploring urban development and cultural shifts. 
Session 8 – Hellenistic Period: Iraq el-Emir, Marisa, Dor - This session covers archaeological sites like 
Iraq el-Emir, Marisa, and Dor, examining how non-Jewish populations in these areas adopted Greek 
cultural elements after Alexander’s conquest. 
Session 9 – The Late Hellenistic (Hasmonean) Period in Jerusalem - Explore the Maccabean Revolt 
and the establishment of the Hasmonean dynasty, focusing on political, cultural, and religious 
developments during this period. 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYpceqhqjwtH9RrCRits7dTFWLJ2B1JsCgYv#/registration 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY PARTNER PROGRAMS  
In Conversation with Van Jones 
Thursday, January 23, 8:30 am EST  (online program presented by Combined Jewish Philanthropies) 

 

CJP invites you to join a unique opportunity to hear from esteemed political commentator and New York 
Times commentator Van Jones. Van will be in conversation with CJP’s President and CEO, Rabbi Marc 
Baker, where together they will discuss a range of topics, including American democracy, the election, the 
Middle East and its impact on American life, allyship, and, of course, Van’s personal journey.  If you have 
any questions or need special accommodations, please reach out to Dani at Dani at daniw@cjp.org. 
Register here  -  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/in-conversation-with-van-jones-tickets-
1109242206299?aff=oddtdtcreator&utm_campaign=240816-fy25-philanthropic-
connections&utm_medium=partner-outreach&utm_source=partner-toolkit&utm_content=dev508-resched-
election-briefing-december-2024 

 

International Holocaust Remembrance Day Commemoration 
Thursday, January 23, 7:30 am EST (online program presented by the Lappin Foundation) 



 

The Walnut Street Synagogue is pleased to be a community partner for the International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day Commemoration, presented by the Lappin Foundation.  Dr. Hans Fisher, escapee of 
the Holocaust and passenger on the steamship St. Louis in 1939, will give his testimony of leaving 
Germany after Kristallnacht, the night of broken glass, and of his escape from Germany on the St. Louis. 
Register here -  https://lappinfoundation.tfaforms.net/193 

 

Personal Encounter with Pastor Dumisani Washington: Blacks, Jews and Israel 
Thursday, January 30, 8:00 pm EST  (online program presented by the Massachusetts Antisemitism 
Synagogue Task Force) 

Pastor Dumisani Washington, Founder and CEO of the Institute for Black Solidarity with Israel and author 
of Zionism and the Black Church, will discuss his book as well as relations between the Black community 
and the Jewish community, and his new project, the African Jewish Alliance.  Pastor Washington is the 
founder and CEO of the Institute for Black Solidarity with Israel.  The Walnut Street Synagogue is pleased 
to be a community partner for this program. 
Program flyer -  https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Blacks-Jews-and-
Israel.pdf 
Register here -  
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_04E0OVccSBOypl_pd3VLkA?amp_device_id=4d136d73-
1357-40ac-bf12-53c5219fd480&_ics=1735148256497&irclickid=~07~c702UOIHCDIGBzAHNEvwliade-
gfa58a~-
12VSRLGFCwmha90&_gl=1*4r7698*_gcl_au*MTg2OTM3MDQyNy4xNzMzNjc5NDA1*_ga*NDUwNDY3
OTczLjE3MzQwMTQ2OTA.*_ga_L8TBF28DDX*MTczNTE0Nzk2NC4xMC4xLjE3MzUxNDgyNTkuMC4wL
jA.#/registration 
 

COMMUNITY PARTNER PROGRAMS FOR TEENS 
Teens Feed 
Tuesday, January 14, 6:00 pm EST  (in person at  Congregation Shirat Hayam, 55 Atlantic Ave., 
Swampscott) 

Jewish teens in grades 7-12 are invited to participate in the mitzvah of caring for the stranger by 
preparing meals for Lifebridge North Shore.  Teens learn about the connection between Judaism and 
social justice while contributing to the well-being of our community.  Dinner will be served to teen 
volunteers.  Sponsored by the Lappin Foundation 
Teens Feed flyer - https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Teen-Feed-Flyer.pdf 
Register here -  https://lappinfoundation.tfaforms.net/136 

 



GIVING 
 

Please visit our Giving page to send tributes, recognize yahrzeits and make other general donations to 
support the Walnut Street Synagogue. Donations can be made online or through the mail.  
https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/giving/  

 

 

YAD CHESSED 

  

Yad Chessed helps Jewish individuals and families who struggle with financial hardship pay their bills and 
buy food. As a social services agency rooted in the Jewish values of kindness (chessed) and charity 
(tzedakah), they are committed to helping those in need navigate a path toward financial stability while 
preserving their privacy and dignity.  They provide emergency financial assistance, grocery gift cards and 
compassionate advice for those trying to make ends meet. Hundreds of families and individuals 
throughout the state rely on Yad Chessed to provide for their essentials, and even at times, a Jewish 
burial for a loved one.  Members of our community, as well as others in the Jewish community, who need 
assistance may contact Yad Chessed by phone at 781-487-2693 or by Email 
at intake@yadchessed.org for a confidential conversation.  Questions can be directed 
to info@yadchessed.org. 
Support Yad Chessed  - https://givebutter.com/yadchessed 
 

 

OUR COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

Do you have milestones such as marriages, births, Bar and Bat Mitzvahs, special birthdays, graduations, 
etc. to share with our community? If so, please submit details to central.walnutstreetshul@gmail.com to 
be included in our weekly announcements.   Photos are welcome! 

 
 
 

GIVING 
 

Please visit our Giving page to send tributes, recognize yahrzeits and make other general donations to 
support the Walnut Street Synagogue. Donations can be made online or through the mail.  
https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/giving/  
 
 

 

VISIT US ONLINE 
Website 

https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/ 
Facebook Page - Walnut Street Synagogue 

https://www.facebook.com/WalnutStreetSynagogue 
Facebook Group - Jews of Chelsea, MA Then and Now 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/ChelseaJews 
 

The Walnut Street Synagogue is the center for Jewish history, education and culture serving Chelsea, 
Greater Boston and beyond and is the historic home of Congregation Agudas Sholom.  (added to 

National Register of Historic Places in 1993) 



    

Walnut Street Synagogue, 145 Walnut Street, PO Box 505265, Chelsea, MA 02150-5265 
Contact us at: central.walnutstreetshul@gmail.com  


