
 

Travel Series, California Wildfire Relief, Upcoming 
Programs and More - 

January 20, 2025 
 

 
FOUR LESSER KNOWN AMERICAN JEWISH COMMUNITIES 

 
Our new live virtual travel series, Four Lesser Known American Jewish Communities, returns on February 
19.  

 

 
 

Join us for the fourth session in our series on Wednesday, February 15 at 7:00 pm 
EST when will continue to enjoy some warmth and travel east to Puerto Rico!  We will learn how a few 
families in Ceiba, connected by shared customs and a profound spiritual bond to Torah, came together to 
reclaim their Jewish identity. This effort laid the foundation for a thriving Anusim community dedicated to 
self-education and a deep passion for Jewish learning.  Our guide, Ernesto Rivera Pardo, returned to his 
native island to continue his dedication as the leader of Abraham Shalom Synagogue in Ceiba. Ernesto’s 
journey reflects a profound commitment to preserving and celebrating Jewish heritage, and his efforts are 
making a significant impact on the cultural and spiritual landscape of Puerto Rico.   Register here - 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/four-lesser-known-american-jewish-communities-puerto-rico-tickets-
1062691812819?aff=oddtdtcreator 
Learn more about the series here - walnutstreetsynagogue.com/u-s-travel-series 

 
 
 

CALIFORNIA WILDFIRE RELIEF 
 

Our thoughts are with those who have suffered from the devastating wildfires in the Los Angeles 
area.  The Jewish Federation Los Angeles has created the Wildfire Crisis Relief Fund to support those 
impacted by the catastrophic events.  All funds received will be directed to providing essential assistance 
to Jewish communities and others in need.     
More information and donate online here - https://www.jewishla.org/wildfire-crisis-
relief/?utm_campaign=Bi-weekly%20Community%20Email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-
_VwWbS_kr_pXMi2yuf7OVYZyphzgR-5C0p-3_nUZAsI4EYrpcFZHtO-G-
PBKO95iadOBeS43EFRIGmOmfuV8qxIZXcBq-T4U-
ri6FUgazkJ4_m5ro&_hsmi=341952241&utm_content=341952241&utm_source=hs_email 
  

 
 

CSP 
 

We are pleased to be a partner congregation of the Orange County Jewish Community Scholar 
Program (CSP).   Please join us at an upcoming program!      



 
 
 
Images Of A People – Jews in Art  The Archaeology of the Holy Land 
Session 4 – Jerusalem in the Iron Age - Monday, January 20, 1:00 pm EST (online) 
Session 5 – The Persian Period in Jerusalem - Wednesday, January 22, 1:00 pm EST (online) 
Session 6 – The Early Hellenistic Period: Changes Post-Alexander the Great - Friday, January 24, 
1:00 pm EST (online) 
Session 7 – Hellenistic Period: Wadi Daliyeh, Samaria, Jerusalem - Monday, January 27, 1:00 pm 
EST (online) 
Session 8 – Hellenistic Period: Iraq el-Emir, Marisa, Dor - Wednesday, January 29, 1:00 pm EST 
(online) 
Session 9 – The Late Hellenistic (Hasmonean) Period in Jerusalem - Friday, January 31, 1:00 pm 
EST (online) 
 
Join Prof. Jodi Magness, a renowned archaeologist and Kenan Distinguished Professor at the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, in a fascinating lecture series exploring the rich history of the Holy Land 
from 586 BCE to 640 CE. This course covers pivotal events from the rise of Jerusalem under King David 
to the Muslim conquest, including the Hasmonean revolt, the grandeur of Herod’s palaces, and the 
Roman siege of Masada. Participants will gain deep insights into archaeological methods, discover 
significant tombs and burial practices, and explore how ancient texts shape our understanding of the past. 
Prof. Magness brings her extensive expertise, as demonstrated in her award-winning books and 
numerous excavations in Israel, to provide a comprehensive view of how ancient Jews lived, worshiped, 
and interacted with surrounding empires.  This program is fully funded by a grant from the Jewish 
Community Foundation Orange County. 
Session 4 – Jerusalem in the Iron Age - Focus on Jerusalem during the Iron Age, often referred to as 
“biblical Jerusalem.” Special attention will be given to the reigns of David and Solomon, the city’s complex 
water systems, and the impact of the Babylonian destruction in 586 BCE. 
Session 5 – The Persian Period in Jerusalem - Examine the period of Jerusalem’s resettlement under 
Persian rule, led by figures like Ezra and Nehemiah. Discussion will include the construction and 
significance of the Second Temple and the socio-political changes during this era. 
Session 6 – The Early Hellenistic Period: Changes Post-Alexander the Great - Analyze the profound 
changes across the Eastern Mediterranean following Alexander the Great’s conquests, focusing on the 
Hellenistic influence on local cultures, including the Jewish community. 
Session 7 – Hellenistic Period: Wadi Daliyeh, Samaria, Jerusalem - Examine the archaeological 
remains found in Jerusalem and Samaria that shed light on the Hellenistic period’s impact on these 
regions, exploring urban development and cultural shifts. 
Session 8 – Hellenistic Period: Iraq el-Emir, Marisa, Dor - This session covers archaeological sites like 
Iraq el-Emir, Marisa, and Dor, examining how non-Jewish populations in these areas adopted Greek 
cultural elements after Alexander’s conquest. 
Session 9 – The Late Hellenistic (Hasmonean) Period in Jerusalem - Explore the Maccabean Revolt 
and the establishment of the Hasmonean dynasty, focusing on political, cultural, and religious 
developments during this period. 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYpceqhqjwtH9RrCRits7dTFWLJ2B1JsCgYv#/registration 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY PARTNER PROGRAMS  
The Genevieve Geller Wyner Annual Lecture: Catholic and Jewish Communities’ Reactions to 
Antisemitic Violence in Wartime Boston 
Wednesday, January 22, 6:00 pm EST  (online program presented by the Wyner Family Jewish Heritage 
Center) 



Professor Laurel Leff, the Jewish Heritage Center’s 2024 Genevieve Geller Wyner Research Fellow, will 
explore the tensions between Boston’s Catholic and Jewish communities during World War II.  Groups of 
young Irish Catholics rampaged through Boston’s Jewish neighborhoods during the height of World War 
II. Boston’s Catholic Church said little, and the Jewish community responded with its own form of denial 
and willful ignorance, hoping to make the conflict go away. As part of her research into the church’s role 
during the Holocaust, Leff examines the fears, forebodings, and rocky relationship of these two important 
groups in Boston’s history. 
Register here  -  https://hubs.americanancestors.org/catholic-and-jewish-communities-in-wartime-boston 

 

In Conversation with Van Jones 
Thursday, January 23, 8:30 am EST  (online program presented by Combined Jewish Philanthropies) 

 

CJP invites you to join a unique opportunity to hear from esteemed political commentator and New York 
Times commentator Van Jones. Van will be in conversation with CJP’s President and CEO, Rabbi Marc 
Baker, where together they will discuss a range of topics, including American democracy, the election, the 
Middle East and its impact on American life, allyship, and, of course, Van’s personal journey.  If you have 
any questions or need special accommodations, please reach out to Dani at Dani at daniw@cjp.org. 
Register here  -  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/in-conversation-with-van-jones-tickets-
1109242206299?aff=oddtdtcreator&utm_campaign=240816-fy25-philanthropic-
connections&utm_medium=partner-outreach&utm_source=partner-toolkit&utm_content=dev508-resched-
election-briefing-december-2024 

 

International Holocaust Remembrance Day Commemoration 
Thursday, January 23, 7:30 am EST (online program presented by the Lappin Foundation) 

 



The Walnut Street Synagogue is pleased to be a community partner for the International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day Commemoration, presented by the Lappin Foundation.  Dr. Hans Fisher, escapee of 
the Holocaust and passenger on the steamship St. Louis in 1939, will give his testimony of leaving 
Germany after Kristallnacht, the night of broken glass, and of his escape from Germany on the St. Louis. 
Register here -  https://lappinfoundation.tfaforms.net/193 

 

Personal Encounter with Pastor Dumisani Washington: Blacks, Jews and Israel 
Thursday, January 30, 8:00 pm EST  (online program presented by the Massachusetts Antisemitism 
Synagogue Task Force) 

Pastor Dumisani Washington, Founder and CEO of the Institute for Black Solidarity with Israel and author 
of Zionism and the Black Church, will discuss his book as well as relations between the Black community 
and the Jewish community, and his new project, the African Jewish Alliance.  Pastor Washington is the 
founder and CEO of the Institute for Black Solidarity with Israel.  The Walnut Street Synagogue is pleased 
to be a community partner for this program. 
Program flyer -  https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Blacks-Jews-and-
Israel.pdf 
Register here -  
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_04E0OVccSBOypl_pd3VLkA?amp_device_id=4d136d73-
1357-40ac-bf12-53c5219fd480&_ics=1735148256497&irclickid=~07~c702UOIHCDIGBzAHNEvwliade-
gfa58a~-
12VSRLGFCwmha90&_gl=1*4r7698*_gcl_au*MTg2OTM3MDQyNy4xNzMzNjc5NDA1*_ga*NDUwNDY3
OTczLjE3MzQwMTQ2OTA.*_ga_L8TBF28DDX*MTczNTE0Nzk2NC4xMC4xLjE3MzUxNDgyNTkuMC4wL
jA.#/registration 
 

COMMUNITY PARTNER PROGRAMS FOR TEENS 
Teen Antisemitism Task Force 
Tuesday, January 21, 7:30 pm EST  (online program presented by the Lappin Foundation) 

High school students of all faiths are invited to join the Teen Antisemitism Task Force. Be educated about 
antisemitism and learn ways to combat it at your schools, on social media, and in your communities. This 
month the task force will have an open meeting to discuss personal experiences around antisemitism. 
Teen Antisemitism Task Force Flyer - https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/wp-
content/uploads/2024/09/Teen-Antisemitism-24-25-Calendar.pdf 
Register here -   
https://lappinfoundation.tfaforms.net/202?fbclid=IwY2xjawH7U1dleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHbh9vgAOEtIx2D
agmbuVMqZxEd85gh9lDJv_21QTrayfEJ7BvdIM_2eZuw_aem_KqsmckyPXM-kCFpY-3ZPvg 

 
GIVING 

 
Please visit our Giving page to send tributes, recognize yahrzeits and make other general donations to 
support the Walnut Street Synagogue. Donations can be made online or through the mail.  
https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/giving/  

 

YAD CHESSED 

  

Yad Chessed helps Jewish individuals and families who struggle with financial hardship pay their bills and 
buy food. As a social services agency rooted in the Jewish values of kindness (chessed) and charity 
(tzedakah), they are committed to helping those in need navigate a path toward financial stability while 
preserving their privacy and dignity.  They provide emergency financial assistance, grocery gift cards and 
compassionate advice for those trying to make ends meet. Hundreds of families and individuals 



throughout the state rely on Yad Chessed to provide for their essentials, and even at times, a Jewish 
burial for a loved one.  Members of our community, as well as others in the Jewish community, who need 
assistance may contact Yad Chessed by phone at 781-487-2693 or by Email 
at intake@yadchessed.org for a confidential conversation.  Questions can be directed 
to info@yadchessed.org. 
Support Yad Chessed  - https://givebutter.com/yadchessed 
 

OUR COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

Do you have milestones such as marriages, births, Bar and Bat Mitzvahs, special birthdays, graduations, 
etc. to share with our community? If so, please submit details to central.walnutstreetshul@gmail.com to 
be included in our weekly announcements.   Photos are welcome! 

 
 

GIVING 
 

Please visit our Giving page to send tributes, recognize yahrzeits and make other general donations to 
support the Walnut Street Synagogue. Donations can be made online or through the mail.  
https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/giving/  
 
 

 

VISIT US ONLINE 
Website 

https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/ 
Facebook Page - Walnut Street Synagogue 

https://www.facebook.com/WalnutStreetSynagogue 
Facebook Group - Jews of Chelsea, MA Then and Now 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/ChelseaJews 
 

The Walnut Street Synagogue is the center for Jewish history, education and culture serving Chelsea, 
Greater Boston and beyond and is the historic home of Congregation Agudas Sholom.  (added to 

National Register of Historic Places in 1993) 

    

Walnut Street Synagogue, 145 Walnut Street, PO Box 505265, Chelsea, MA 02150-5265 
Contact us at: central.walnutstreetshul@gmail.com  


